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PARIS (R) — . Morocqan dissi- 

- - dent AbdelmoumenDiouri failed 
r ~ 7 fo-'aJ’rive in Paris as - scheduled 
. Saturday and tos lawyer said be 

/was being held prisoner in 
. .Gabon. Mr. Diottiri; a resident of 
/ France for 17 years, was expelled 
/’ tp.Gabdn June 20 as he" was about 
” publish a book entitled 'riJVho 
■Oiais. Morocco?,” descrying the 
. personal fortune of King Hassan. 
lie -was ejected back in Paris 
Saturday morning after a French 
coBit ovcrruled the government’s 
. expulsion order this week, saying 
it had not proved its case. “Bat 
. he was not on die plane," said 
Mr. Dtonri’s lawyer- Mourad Ous- 
sedfic. “He telephoned his family 
and said Gabonese, authorities 
•we- holding him* that' they 
/mild release him only if the 
French government directly re- 
quests them to,” Mr. Oussedik 
' -told Reuters. The French govern- 
ment has said it would appeal to 
have the expulsion order upheld. 

Saudi foreign 
minister arrives in 
Turkey 

ANKARA (AP) — ■ Saudi Fore- 
ign Minister Prince Sand A1 Fais- 
al asrived were Saturday for an 
offi^ialvisit to discuss tbe region- 
al problems in the aftermath of 
foe.Gulf war. A foreign ministry 
official said. Prince Sand and his 
Turkish counterpart would over- 
see preparations for -an ■ Islamic 
conference meeting , of foreign 
mn r rfftm in fctantml imrt month 

- Although Turkish new spap e rs 
sp^pplatcd that Prince. Saud. 
Itould bring a new package of aid 

-fooffeet TtfffceyV economic Jos- 
. sesfrom the Gulf war, there was 
jjo pfhdal aopfumation abpuf^it- 
Ttnkeydo^two Iraqi cti pipe- 
lines dutipg tbc Gulf crisis flfld 
ceased lradiD£wrtb Iraq to comp- 
ly with- the U.N. embiugo after 
foe mvaskraof Kuwait. Ankara 
estimated fts<3ul£war4eaies fohe 
around $8 btDknu Japan,-. West- 
on Europe and Gulf states have 
pledged S3 .5 billion m special aid 
to Turkey to offset the economic 
losses. Saudi Arabia has already 
provided Turkey an aid of Sl.l 
bdftonworth erode oil. 

Italy: No attempt 
against Cossiga’s 
life 

ROME (R) — The Italian gov- 
enunent said Saturday an inves- 
tigation showed there was bo 
attempt to assassinate President 
Francesco Cossiga in Hungary 
last week. Prime Minister Giulio 
Andreotti’s office issued a state- 
ment which appeared to put to 
rest what Italian newspapers have 
called .the -’’mystery of 
Budapest.” It said Mr. Andreotti 
r&ceived a message from tbe 
Hungarian gover n ment saying 
Italian and Hungarian investiga- 
tors had ruled out an assassina- 
tin' attempt. Traces dfexplosives 
were found during a routine 
security check at a cemetery 
. where Mr. Cossiga last Sunday 

- piaad homage to Hungarians (rilled 
daring the 1956 anti-communist 
uprising. Italian media, Including 
itate television, repented that 
police had thwarted an assassina- 
tion attempt. Hungarian officials 
later said sniffer dogs had picked 
up' traces of quarry explosives on 
a stone in tbe cemetery. 

Syria seizes 16 kg of 
heroin 

DAMASCUS (AP) — Syrian au- 
thorities have confiscated from 
Arab smugglers 16.5 kilogram- 
mes of heroin, the director of 
criminal security announced 
Saturday. -Lieutenant-General 
Mohammad Khaddour said it was 
the largest quantity of heroin ever 
seized in Syria. He said the price 
oi.herbth in Syria is $50,000 a 
' kilogramme, valuing the haul at 
$$U;000. Gen. Khaddour’s 
announcement, at a news confer* 
epcgjgre. was, die latest in a 
~ recent 'series & publicised drag 
bh^/He/said that dunng the last 
fewjnonths, the security services 
havt seized 90 tonnes of- mart-. 

14 kilogrammes of 
cocaiflc.' Geo ■ Khaddour said the 
cwrgj^OL'agJunst drags fa being 
ENftstted under die direction of a 
*pt^ waurifttee chaired by the 
mtogw imafatiy. It shows, be 
sa^^Syna’s “serious willingness 
to-enrb drag trafficking and 


Jordan has no political 
detainees — Sboul 

Minister of interior promises to review 
cases of those convicted of security crimes 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan does not 
have any political detainees ex- 
cept those convicted for security 
crimes that might have been re- 
lated to political ideology, and 
the new government wiU recon- 
sider tbe status of these cases with 
an eye to finding solutions which 
would not contradict with tbe 
country’s security needs. Interior 
Minister Jawdat Sboul said Satur- 
day. 

Ia response to Amnesty Inter- 
national's annual report on Jor- 
dan and other Middle East coun- 
tries which was released last 
week, Mr. Sboul said he could 
’’confirm that we do not have a 
angle political detainee in our 
prisons.” 

The minister, however, 
pointed out that there were less 
than 30 cases of convictions on 
crimes realted to tbe country’s 
security and that those convicted 
were currently serving their 


prison terms. 

“We have tbe determination, 
as a new government, to look into 
tbe status of those serving their 
terms with a view to finding a 
solution without tampering with 
the foundations of the country’s 
and citizens' security,” Mr. Sboul 
told the Jordan Times. 

In its annual report. Amnesty 
Internationa] maintained that 
“suspected government oppo- 
nents continued to be imprisoned 
or detained in Bahrain, Jordan. 
Saudi Arabia and in Libya.” 

The report also said that “tor- 
ture of ill-treatment was also re- 
ported in Jordan. Egypt, Tunisia 
and Morocco.” 

“I can stress without any re- 
servation that even those con- 
victed of crimes that would nor- 
mally be condemned by all peo- 
ple are treated well and humane-, 
ly.” Mr. Sboul said. 

“Such treatment no longer ex- 
ists in our country at all," he 
added. 

Mr. Sboul. who was governor of 


Amman before joining the new 
government, said that internation- 
al organisations concerned with 
the affairs of prisoners have vi- 
sited prisons in the country and 
have come out with “positive 
impressions of their situation. ” 

“If ill-treatment means that 
they have lost their freedom by 
being imprisoned then that is 
what prison is all about.” the 
minister said. 

Amnesty International, in its 
report on Jordan, is believed to 
have been referring to a case in 
June where six political activists 
were detained for investigation 
on charges of distributing leaflets 
which contained personal slander 
against tbeu-Prime Minister 
Mudar Badran. 

At the time security sources 
told the Jordan Times that there 
was no evidence that the detained 
activists were the ones who issued 
or distributed the pamphlets ex- 
cept that copies of the leaflets 
were found in their houses. 

Tbe detainees allegedly belong 



Iraq agrees to provide 
expanded nuclear list 




Jordan’s human rights record 
faces ‘traditional’ probe 


From Waked Sadi hi Geneva 

“THE WORKING group set 
up by the U.N. Human 
Rights C o m mittec 
(UNHRC) has finalised tbe 
fist of questions that it fa 
recommenduig that tbe com- 
mittee take up in connection 
with tbe consideration of Jor- 
dan’s second periodic report 
scheduled- for examination 
July 17 and 18. As usual the 
list of questions purport to 
raise inquiries in connection 
with most of the articles of 
tbe . International Covenant 
cm Civil and Political Rights. 

A swift glance at the fine of 
questions being prepared for 
Jordan suggest that they are 
by and large, rather “rou fin- 
ish,” pretty much dose to die 
kind of questions that are 
usually prepared for most of 
the re por tin g state parties: 
What appears to be fatally 
wrong with the prepared fist 
of questions fa the absence of 
any signal that the committee 
fa even remotely aware of tbe 
impact of the fundamental 
chances in Jordan’s civil and 
political development ever 

since die re introduction of 
parliamentary democracy in 
1989. This omission could 
very well be attributed to the 
fact that Jordan’s report 
under scrutiny did not high- 
light sufficiently enough tbe 
dramatic metaphorses in tbe 
country’s human rights re- 
cord in recent months. 

Instead of picking where 


the new age and era have 
reached the committee 
appears to be hooked on the 
traditional probing in a way 
unrelated to the level of 
democratic achievement that 
die Kingdom has been able to 
attain in the last few years. It 
is up to the Jordanian delega- 
tion to correct this perspec- 
tive by playing up the drama- 
tic evolution in the country’s 
socio-economic development 
and progress. It is unfortun- 
ate that the Jordanian delega- 
tion will not include a mem- 
ber of parliament for this 
purpose. A presence of a 
parliamentary member in the 
Jordanian delegation would 
have gone a long way to 
buttress the country's claim of 
political progress. 

Having said that, it is perti- 
nent to point out the salient 
questions being prepared for 
Jordan. 

— The status of the cove- 
nant in Jordan's legislation. 
In particular the committee 
would want to know if tbe 
covenant can be invoked in a 
court of law. 

— Tbe status of the state of 
emergency in the country, 
especially in view of the long 
duration of such a state and 
the lack of observance of 
para 3 of article 4 of the 
covenant, which requires 
states to notify other state 
parties about its intention to 
resort to a state of emergen- 
cy- .... 

— Discrimination m rela- 


tion to women and what 
effective remedies are avail- 
able to them to pursue in this 
context. 

— Pre-trial detention, 
especially when they are pro- 
longed. 

— Ill-treatment of de- 
tainees and what measures 
are available to investigate 
such ill-treatment and punish 
the culprit: 

— Conditions in prisons. 

— Martial law courts and 
access to the right of appeal. 

— Freedom of movement 
especially in connection with 
the right to obtain passports. 

— Freedom of thought, 
conscience and religion. 

— Telephone tapping and 
protection from it. 

— Information on the 
formation of political parties 

Some of these questions 
could be further elaborated 
as the dialogue continues 
with the Jordanian side. At 
tbe end of tbe consideration 
the committee will make a 
summation of its position as 
to where tbe country is still in 
violation of the covenant 
with a view to encouraging 
the country to make the 
necessary changes in its laws 
and practices. 

As stated before, few. 
countries escape tbe perusal 
of the committee unscathed. 

This 42nd session of the 
UNHRC fa already dubbed 
as the Arab session in view of 
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Jawdat A1 Sboul 

to the Jordanian Communist Par- 
ty — “the Revolutionary Path,” 
which is a breakway faction of the 
Jordanian Communist Party. 

The eight detainees (two more 
were rounded up after the first 
six) were released just before Eid 
A1 Adba for lade of sufficent 
evidence and their cases were not 
referred to the courts. 

ft was not dear whether the 
decision to release the detainees 
was taken by Mr. Badran's gov- 
ernment before it left office or by 
Mr. Taher Masri. Tbe date of 
their release was June 19. the 
same day that Mr. Masri was 
sworn in. along with his cabinet, 
as prime minister. 

At the time tbe arrests sparked 
a debate among political activists 
and some Parliament members 
who argued that the detention of 
the group was in contravention 
with the spirit of the democratisa- 
tioo process. 


Syria to 
reply to 
U.S. soon 

DAMASCUS (AP) — Syrian In- 
formation Minister Mohammad 
Salman said Saturday that a Sy- 
rian response to the U.S. cal! for 
a Middle East peace conference 
was expected soon. 

Answering a question about 
Syria's position on the plan, 
which would bring Syria and 
Israel to the negotiating table, 
Mr. Salman said: “The response 
will be given soon." 

Mr. Salman was speaking to 
Chinese journalists at a news 
conference linked to tbe visit to 
Syria by Chinese Prune Minister 
Li Peng. 

His statement confirmed re- 
marks made last Wednesday by 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker that the U.S. administra- 
tion was expecting a Syrian re- 
sponse “very, very soon." 

Mr. Baker has travelled to the 
Middle East four times this year 
to try to get peace negotiations 
going. His last trip was in May. 

Mr. Baker has been trying to 
put together a peace conference 
to be held under U.S. and Soviet 
auspices. 

After his shuttle diplomacy 
appeared to stall. President 
George Bush in early June sent 
letteis urging tbe leaders of Saudi 
Arabia, Syria, Jordan and Israel 
to bridge their differences to get a 
conference under way. 

Israel responded almost im- 
mediately, saying it was unwilling 
to compromise further on the key 
sticking points. 


(Continued on page 5) 


Egypt expected to lift curbs on entry of Gazans 

‘Jordan has not been formally approached on plight of those leaving Kuwait ? 


By P; V. Vrrekanaod 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — Egypt is ex- 
pected soon to lift all curbs 
imposed cm the entry to tbe 
country of Gazans hokfing 
Egyptian lafasez-passer, en- 
ding months of uncertainty 
facing the holders of Egyp- 
tian documents stranded in 
Kuwait, informed sources 
said Saturday. 

One of tbe sources said the 
expected derision, which 
comes after contacts between 
tbe Egyptian government and 
tbe Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO), “will be 
announced soon, in z matter 
of weeks...” 

The source, who requested 
anonymity, noted that PLO 
Executive Committee mem- 
ber Mahmoud Abbas (Abu 
Mazen) met with senior 
Egyptian officials, including 
Interior Minister Abdul 


Halim Musa, in Cairo last 
week. 

Mr. Abbas’ talks in Cairo 
followed a meeting between 
PLO Chairman YasseT Ara- 
fat and Egyptian Prime 
Minister Atef Sedlri in Libya 
earlier last week. Egyptian- 
PLO relations were strained 
over the positions Cairo and 
the PLO leadership adopted 
towards the Gulf crisis. 

Independent sources con- 
firmed that the PLO was 
seeking Egyptian agreement 
to accept Gazans stranded in 
Kuwait regardless of the 
validity of their travel docu- 
ments. 

The present system in 
{dace in Egypt imposes strict 
restrictions on tbe entry of 
Gazans with Egyptian docu- 
ments. 

Under the system, some 
categories of Gazans are 
given immediate entry while 


others have to wait for some 
time before tbe clearing pro- 
cess is finished. In many 
cases, flat rejection awaits 
the applicants. 

Many of the Gazans 
stranded in Kuwait are not 
permitted to return to the 
occupied Gaza Strip under 
the conditions specified by 
the Israeli occupation author- 
ities. At the same time, reg- 
ulations laid down by the 
occupation power also stipu- 
late that all Palestinians leav- 
ing the occupied West Bank 
or Gaza Strip should return 
through tbe same route they 
took on their way out; Egypt 
in the case of Gazans and 
Jordan in the case of resi- 
dents of the West Bank. 

Egypt, which has distanced 
itself from all issues related to 
the Gaza Strip and its resi- 
dents after signing the Camp 
David peace treaty with 


Israel in 1979, apparently 
fears that (he returning 
Gazans could remain on its 
territory if they are denied 
entry to the Strip by toe 
occupation authorities. 

It fa estimated that about 
23,000 Gazans bolding Egyp- 
tian travel documents remain 
in Kuwait. Most of them are 
expected to be forced to 
leave Kuwait in line with a 
Kuwaiti government decision 
not to renew employment 
contracts of Palestinians, 
whom the Kuwaitis accuse of 
collaborating with Iraq dur- 
ing the seven-month Iraqi 
occupation of the emirate. 

Many of the Gazans in 
Kuwait are believed to be 
seeking to come to Jordan. 
The head of an Amman- 
based committee extending 
help to returning expatriates 
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BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Faced with a U.N. deadline and 
threats of military action. Iraq 
has promised to divulge a new. 
expanded list of its nuclear facili- 
ties, the chief of the U.N. inspec- 
tion team said Saturday. 

Dimitri Perricos, chief inspec- 
tor of toe team, said he had 
requested the new list because 
Iraq’s declarations to date had 
not included details of key facili- 
ties in toe uranium enrichment 
process. 

“The inspection cannot be 
complete unless we know where 
the facilities are or at least toe 
declaration of facilities," he told 
reporters. 

Tbe five permanent members 
of tbe Security Council have 
given Iraq until July 25 to reveal 
all its nuclear secrets. U.S. offi- 
cials say Washington has drawn 
up a fist of military targets which 
vrill be attacked if Iraq does not 
comply. 

Western diplomats in New 
York declined to say tfce-U.N. 
demand was an ultimatum, but 
said the warning was unmistak- 
able and demanded immediate 
cooperation. 

“I have been asked to convey 


certain questions to my govern- 
ment” about the nuclear issue, 
the Iraqi ambassador, Abdul 
Amir AJ An ban, told reporters 
after he was summoned by the 
ambassadors of the United 
States, Britain, China. France 
and the Soviet Union. He de- 
clined to elaborate. 

Mr. Anbari said Iraq “already 
has declared a complete and 
truthful picture and to say any- 
thing otherwise is wrong.” Ear- 
lier. he called charges of Iraqi 
cheating “lies being spread by the 
Americans and their British for 
their purposes.” 

Britain’s ambassador. Sir 
David Hannay, told reporters: 
“We don’t issue ultimatums, but 
we did have some questions.” 
“The bottom line is that we are 
going to get rid of that nuclear 
weapons programme one way or 
another,” Mr. Hannay told re- 
porters Thursday night. 

Western diplomats said they 
would decide later on a resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. Perricos said in Baghdad 
he had asked in writing for the list 
and expected to receive it late 
Saturday or early Sunday. 

He said the earlier list, pro- 


duced July 7 under the threat of 
U.S. air strikes and in the face of 
angry demands from the Security 
Council, lacked certain key in- 
formation. 

“It does not include the facili- 
ties where research, develop- 
ment, storage, use, installation, 
manufacturing of such equipment 
and (where) the production of 
such materials takes place.” 

Mr. Perricos and his team, 
from the Vienna-based Interna- 
tional Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA), are working under the 
U.N. special commission which is 
supervising tbe scrapping of 
Iraq's weapons of mass destruc- 
tion under the Gulf war ceasefire 
terms. 

Mr. Perricos, whose team is the 
third to visit Iraq, said they had 
inspected six of the eight loca- 
tions declared in the July 7 list. 

They had also visited a ura- 
nium production plant in the 
Mosul area, which was not on 
either of toe two lists submitted 
by Iraq. 

The first list submined in 
March concealed the fact that 
Iraq had a uranium enrichment 

(Continued on page 5) 


Israelis kill Nablus boy, 
shoot and wound 7 others 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — One Palestinian 
boy was killed and at least seven 
wounded in clashes with Israeli 
soldiers in the occupied territor- 
ies Saturday, Palestinian sources 
said. 

Tbe army confined the 120,000 
residents of Nablus, the West 
Bank’s biggest city, to their 
homes and searched for activists 
of toe 43-montb uprising. 

In the West Bank town of 
Jenin, soldiers shot dead Hani 
Mustafa Abid, 17, among a group 
of Palestinians who allegedly 
hurled petrol bombs, stones and 
bottles at an army vehicle. 

Another four people were in- 
jured and tbe army clamped a 
curfew on the town, Palestinian 
sources said. 

There were scattered clashes 
throughout toe occupied Gaza 
Strip. In Bani Suhefla refugee 
camp, soldiers opened fire after 
their patrol was stoned. They 
wounded Yousef Abu Jami, 22, 
in tbe head and transferred him 
to an Israeli hospital in serious 
condition, sources said. 

Palestinian sources said that in 
Khan Younis refugee camp sol- 


diers battled masked stone- 
throwers with rubber bullets and 
wounded a nine-year-old Palesti- 
nian boy. 

The clashes erupted as soldiers 
backed by helicopters conducted 
a large arrest sweep and house- 
to-house searches in Nablus after 
imposing a curfew on tbe area at 
dawn. 

In the raid in the city’s Kasbah 
section, dozens of suspected up- 
rising activists were arrested and 
knives, axes and homemade guns 
were confiscated, toe army said. 

Witnesses said it was the 
largest-scale military raid in what 
is the West Bank's largest city in 
more than a year. Israel Radio 
said detainees were being held at 
a Nablus school building turned 
into a makeshift detention centre. 

The fatal dash was in the 
northern West Bank city of Jenin 
where firebombs, empty bottles 
and rocks were thrown at on-duty 
green-uniformed border police- 
men. toe army said. 

“The force identified the fire- 
bomb thrower and opened fire 
wounding him,” hte annay state- 
ment said. 

It added that the victim died at 


Yugoslav army and rebel 
militias set for showdown 


BELGRADE (Agencies) — Tbe 
Yugoslav presidency accepted a 
European-brokered peace plan 
for the restive country Saturday 
but added a demand that most 
paramilitary forces be demobil- 
ised, toe Tanjug news agency 
reported. 

Just hours after toe decision. 
Stipe Mesic, chairman of the 
presidency and constitutionally 
the commander-in-chief, express- 
ed uncertainty about who was 
controlling tbe army. 

Asked if the presidency was 
truly in command, Mr. Mesic told 
reporters in Zagreb, Croatia's 
capital: “We hope so, and in a 
few days we should be able to say 
whether this is true.” 

Harsh army actions and threats 
against Slovenia and Croatia, 
Yugoslavia’s two breakaway re- 
publics in toe past two weeks, 
have raised concern that tbe army 
bad acted on its own. 

Mr. Mesic’s comments 
appeared aimed at conveying the 
impression that senior generals, 
most of them hardline Serbs, 
remained reluctant to accept civi- 
lian authority, especially from a 
presidency headed by a Croat. 

Mr. Mesic also seemed to put a 
different interpretation on just 
wiiid} military formations had ter 
disband than what was reported 
by Tanjug. Yugoslavia’s official 
news agency. 

Slovenia and Croatia are 
thought to have at least 50,000 
paramilitary troops deployed in 
tbe field, all of whom should be 


demobilised under the ultima- 
tum. 

Defence Minister Veljko 
Kadijevic sat in on the talks and, 
according to official sources, 
drove home the military’s point 
of view that the republics must be 
brought under control. 

The presidency’s ultimatum set 
the stage for another possible 
showdown between toe army and 
the paramilitary defence forces 
which have sprung up around 
Yugoslavia in the past year. 

No text was published of what 
toe presidency actually decided. 
The varying versions indicated 
continued divisions within the 
eight-member presidency along 
Serb-Croat lines. Mr. Mesic said 
the meeting was very “heated, 
with raising of voices.” 

Tanjug said toe presidency de- 
manded the dissolution of all 
armed forces “except the Yugos- 
lav army and regular peacetime 
militia formations” by midnight 
(2200 GMT) Thursday. 

That seemed to indude de- 
mobilisation of Croatia’s Nation- 
al Guard and paramilitary Ser- 
bian groups inside Croatia that 
have been fighting Croatian 
forces in regions with a heavy 
concentration of Serbs. 

The European peace accord 
had said nothing about those 
forces, and Mr. Mesic asserted 
Croatian militias were exempt 
from the demobilisation order 
but not the Serb paramilitary 
formations inside Croatia. 


Afula hospital after he was 
rushed in serious condition from 
Jenin hospital, near tbe site of the 
clash. 

Arab reports were at odds with 
the army's identification of the 
victim, saying be was a 22-year- 
old pushcart vendor in Jenin, and 
that he was shot in toe chest, arm 
and abdomen. 

They said that in all three 
firebombs were thrown at sol- 
diers and an Israeli bus in Jenin, 
and that in toe commotion troops 
also opened fire from rooftop 
outposts, wounding also four 
other people. 

Among tbe others wounded 
was a 13-year-old boy in serious 
condition with a gunshot wound 
in the abdomen, the reports said. 

The army reported one other 
wounded Palestinian from a near- 
by town and said it was checking 
tbe other reports. Parts of Jenin 
was also under curfew after the 
dash, tbe army said. 

Israeli authorities and Palesti- 
nians have reported a sharp rise 
in the use of guns by activists in 
the occupied territories. Israeli 
Defence Minister Moshe Arens 
vowed to halt toe trend. 


Saudis 
locate 
‘black box’ 
at Jeddah 

JEDDAH (AP) — Saudi Ara- 
bian authorities have located a 
“black box” from toe jet full of 
Nigerian pilgrims that crashed 
while attempting an emergency 
landing, killing all aboard, air 
officials said Saturday. 

Representatives of Areen 
Travel Agency, which arranged 
toe flight, said the cockpit voice 
recorder had been found. It could 
be vital in trying to determine the 
exact cause of toe crash. 

Also Saturday, airline officials 
and diplomats struggled to piece 
together the remains of 14 West- 
ern crew members killed with 
nearly 250 Nigerians when the jet 
crashed in flames Thursday. 

They said the task was compli- 
cated because most of the bodies 
were reduced to ashes when the 
DC-8 nose-dived to the tarmac. 

The plane was chartered by the 
Nigerian-based firm Holdtrade 
from Nation air of Canada to fly 
people returning from the Haj. 

After take-off for Sokoto, 
Nigeria, the pilot reported a fire 
and faulty landing gear. The 
plane crashed as he attempted an 
emergency landing. 

Nigerian embassy officials said 
some Nigerian victims were 
buried Saturday in a cemetery 14 
kilometres from Jeddah, cm toe 
road to the Hedy Gty of Mecca. 
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entrances! Turkish police kill 


lestiniasa camps \ \ extremists in raids 


/ 

Iraqi minis ter assails 
Bush for double standard’ 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Aga Khan visits Shiite leader 


TYRE, Lebanon (R) — The 
army, accusing the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) of 
hiding heavy weapons, blocked 
roads into three Palestinian re- 
fugee camps in South Lebanon 
Saturday and demanded guerril- 
las surrender the arms. 

Residents said tension was ris- 
ing in A1 Buss, Bourj A1 Shemali 
and Rashidiyeh camps after the 
army closed off all but one entr- 
ance to each with barbed wire 
and heaps of sand. 

“Never before since we arrived 
in Lebanon in 1948 has a camp 
been surrounded by barbed 
wire," said a PLO official in 
Buss. “Even the Israeli army 
(which invaded in 1982} never did 
this.” 

The PLO said guerrillas in the 
three camps bad surrendered 
their last heavy and medium 
weapons to Lhe Lebanese army 
on Thursday as promised. 

But a military spokesman said 
Saturday the PLO had failed to 
produce ail such weapons in the 
Tyre region. Tne army demanded 
the rest be given up by Sunday. 

Military sources said security 
was being tightened to stop guer- 
rillas attacking Israeli forces in 
their “security zone,” eight 
kilometres south of the south- 
ernmost camp, Rashidiyeh. 

The government wants to stop 
the attacks to give Israel no pre- 
text to stay in South Lebanon. 

Hundreds of troops pushed 
into the area of Tyre, 75 


kilometres south of Beirut, 
Wednesday and surrounded the 
camps as part of the govern- 
ment’s drive to extend its control 
throughout the country. 

Troops moved to Tyre after 
routing an estimated 6,000 PLO 
guerrillas east of the southern 
port of Sidon and beating them 
back into refugee camps in four 
days of battles last week. 

Soldiers on the edge of Bourj 
Ai Shemali camp arrested two 
Palestinians carrying pistols, 
security sources said. They said 
the men did not resist but argued 
they were inside camp limits. 

PLO guerrillas are allowed to 
keep rifles and pistols inside the ! 
camps. The army has said it will 
not enter the camps for the mo- 
ment and military sources said 
the demand that heavy weapons 
be surrendered by Sunday did not 
amount to an ultimatum. 

The PLO said in a statement 
that the Lebanese government 
had failed to cooperate by freeing 
all its detainees, allowing free 
movement and discussing Palesti- 
nian political and social rights. 

President Elias Hrawi has 
asked the United States to press 
Israel to leave the 15-2-kilometre- 
deep “security zone" and a strip 
of territory running north to Jez- 
zine, 20 kilometres east of Sidon. 

Israel said last Sunday that its 
troops would stay in Lebanon 
until all other foreign forces, in- 
cluding an estimated 40,000 Sy- 
rian soldiers, withdrew. 


Ksiwait! property to foe 


ISTANBUL (R) — Turkish 
police killed 11 members of the 
outlawed Dev-Sol (Revolution- 
ary Left) group in raids on several 
Istanbul apartments early Satur- 
day, the semi-official Anatolian 
news agency reported. 

Dev-Sol is Turkey’s deadliest 
urban guerrilla group. It has 
claimed responsibility for several 
street killings and more than 30 
bombings this year. 

It said three other extremists, 
one wounded, were captured in 
the gun battles in Istanbul's Cen- 
tral Nisantasi, DikOitas and Bal- 
mumeu districts. 

The agency said police sur- 
rounded the fiats which they 
stormed after calls for the ex- 
tremists to surrender were met 
with volleys of shots. 

The fighting lasted for about 
three hours, the agency said, 
adding that police used smoke 
bombs, tear-gas and high- 
explosives during the assaults. 

Turkish police have stepped up 
investigations into the activities of 
Dev-Sol in Istanbul during the 
past six weeks following a string 
of bombing claimed by the sha- 
dowy group. 

Police said guns and ammuni- 
tion, documents, police and army 
uniforms were seized in the raids. 

Security officials believe Dev- 
Sol has less than 100 active mem- 
bers. This year die group has 
d aimed responsibility for the mur- 
ders of four army generals, two 
intelligence men, a military pro- 
secutor, and policemen in Istan- 
bul, Ankara and Adana. 

Dev-Sol was spawned by Dev- 
Genc (Revolutionary Youth), a 
militant leftist group formed in 


the late 1960s. 

Following the military coup in 
1980, 1.200 Dev-Sol members 
were arrested and charged with 
trying to overthrow the state. 
More than 300 were sentenced to 
death. 

Dev-Sol is said to have a death- 
fist of officials it accuses of tortur- 
ing leftist mili tants daring the 
three years of army rule after the 
coup. 

During the U.S.-led Gulf war 
against Iraq, the group said it was 
behind some 20 bomb attacks 
against Western interests in Tur- 
key and admitted die murder of a 
American civilian customs officer 
in Adana and the wounding of a 
U.S. colonel in Izmir. 

In March, it claimed responsi- 
bility for killing of an American 
businessman in Istanbul. 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iraq's foreign 
minister Frijday accused President 
George Bdsh of a double stan- 
dard for agreeing to lift economic 


sanctions ^gainst South Africa 
while insisting they remain on 


Kurds protest kffliog 


Thousands of local Kurds 
blocked a main highway near the 
southeastern town of Cizre Satur- 
day to protest the killing of a 
Kurdish politician and the police 
violence at his funeral. 

About 4,000 people, including 
women and children, blocked the 
road 35 kilometres west of Cizre 
for two hours in the morning until 
Turkish security forces arrived. 

Hundreds of trucks were back- 
ed up on the road, including 28 
Italian trucks on their way from 
northern Iraq, where they form 
part of the multinational force 
guarding Iraqi Kurds. 

The protesters chanted "Long 
Live Kurdistan" and "We won’t 
forget our martyrdoms" before 
they dispersed peacefully. 


Iraq, the .Iraqi News 'Agency 
(INA) repprted. 

The agency said the mnuster, 
Ahmad Hussein Khuddayer Al 
Sammaraei, was commenting on 
Mr. Bush's statement earlier this 
week that he did not believe Iraq 
had folly disclosed its nuclear 
capabilities to the United Na- 
tions. 

Iraq agreed to destroy its non- 
convention ai weapons as part of 
the ceasefire agreement ending 
the~Cuif war, but U.N. officials 
say they have repeatedly been 
denied access to all its suspected 
nuclear equipment and sites. 

Mr. Bush, who warned Bagh- 
dad that be was "deadly serious" 
about finding all of Iraq's nuclear 
facilities, reportedly has 
approved a list of about 20 Iraqi 
command-and-control targets 
that would be attacked if Iraq 
fails to disclose all the locations. 

Mr. Bush also has insisted that 
economic sanctions remain in 
place against Iraq until Iraqi Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein is de- 
posed. The sanctions were pat in 
place shortly after Iraq's 'Aug. 2 
invasion of Kuwait. 

INA quoted Mr. Sammaraei as 
saying Mr. Bush suffered from “a 
complex called Saddam Hussein’s 
Iraq.” 

The president’s double stan- 
dard, he said, was reflected in his 
“haste to lift sanctions on 
South Africa, Israel's ally and 
partner in nuclear armament. 


without any international con- 
trol." 

Israel is believed to be the only 
country in the Middle East with 
nuclear weapons. The Jewish 
state has traditionally had dose 
ties with South Africa but has 
denied reports of cooperating 
with South Africa on missile and 
nuclear technology - 

Mr. Sammaraei repeated Iraqi 
assertions that its nuclear prog- 
ramme was for peaceful purposes 
and accused the United States of 
backing Israeli efforts to destroy 
it, starting with the JuJy 1981 
Israeli raid on a nuclear plant 
outride Baghdad, INA said, 

INA also quoted the foreign 
minister as saying a double 
standard was being applied by the 
United States in its failure to 
resolve the Israeli-Palestinian 
problem. 

INA quoted Mr. Sammaraei as 
saying Mr. Bush “chooses to 
forget his pledges to the world 
community to solve the Palestine 
question and the Arab- Israeli 
conflict on the same line as the 
Golf crisis.’’ 

He accused the Bush adminis- 
tration of standing “idly by 
watching Israel arrogantly chal- 
lenging the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil and world opinion." 

Instead of enforcing the U.N. 
resolutions, he complained, the 
U.S. government has provided 
additional funds to help Israel 
resettle thousands of Soviet Jew- 
ish immigrants, some of them in 
the occupied territories. 

Mr. Sammaraei was among the 
new ministers who took office 
during a cabinet shuffle in March. 


returned soob^ILN, 


KUWAIT (R) — A U.N. envoy 
said Saturday his team was fina- 
lising arrangements to return 
Kuwaiti treasures taken by the 
Iraqis during their occupation of 
the emirate. 

“We are finalising talks with 
the Iraqis and are in the process 
of arranging for the return of the 
Kuwaiti gold bars and museum 
pieces," U.N. envoy Richard 
Foran told Reuters. 

Mr. Foran said the Iraqis had 
agreed to return the personal 
belongings of the emir. Sheikh 
Jaber Al Ahmad AI Sabah, 
whose Basman Palace was over- 
run by the Iraqi army on Aug. 2 
last year. 

The U.N. envoy, charged with 
coordinating the return of stolen 
Kuwaiti property, met Kuwaiti 
officials Saturday to present them 
with a list of the items he had 
compiled in Baghdad. 

Shipment of museum artefacts, 
gold bars and banknotes will start 
within the next two weeks, Mr. 
Foran said in a telephone inter- 
view. 

"There is no hurdle in the way 
of returning the property, only 
the logistics have to be worked 
out," he said. 

Three months after the end of 


the Gulf war. food, household 
goods and electrical items from 
the emirate were still on sale in 
Baghdad markets and the city’s 
transport authority was still using 
air-conditioned cream and blue 
Kuwaiti buses. 

Mr. Foran, who was due in 
Baghdad later Saturday, said he 
had seen thousands of museum 
pieces during his visit to the Iraqi 
capital in May. 

"Some of the artefacts are still 
not unpacked," he said. 

Other objects had been pot in 
display and were being well 
looked after by the Iraqis. 

The grey concrete and metal 
museum on the Gulf coast stands 
as a monument to the Iraqi inva- 
sion, parts of it gutted by fire 
during the allied offensive. 

Mr. Foran said the Iraqis were 
keeping in a secure place all the 
3,216 gold bars taken from the 
Kuwaiti central bank and the 
bullion was ready for shipment. 

Iraq is obliged by U.N. Secur- 
ity Council Resolutions 686 and 
687 to return the items carted out 
of the emirate during its seven- 
month occupation. 

Mr. Foran said nine aircraft 
engines and a civilian plane were 
also being returned. 


Senators dispute Giaspie’s version of talks 


with Saddam, say she misled Congress 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Secret cables show that former 
U.S. Ambassador to Iraq April 
Glaspie did not take the stern 
approach she has since claimed 
when she met with President Sad- 
dam Hussein a week before Iraq's 
invasion of Kuwait, two senators 
said Friday. 

Sen. Claiborne Pell, chairman 
of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, complained in a let- 
ter to Secretary of State James 
Baker that at no point in Ms. 
Giaspie's cables to her superiors 
did she report "clearly delivering 
the kind of warning," to the Iraqi 
president that she subsequently 
described to Congress. 

Sen. Alan Cranston said Ms. 
Glaspie "deliberately misled- 
Congress and the country" about 
her meeting with President Sad- 
dam. He said the cables raise 
"broad and troubling questions 
about the administration's wil- 
lingness to be a party to false 
statements to Congress." 

Mr. Pell and Mr. Cranston said 
they were not at liberty to discuss 
the cables publicly. But a story in 


Friday's edition of the Washing- 
ton Post said Ms. Glaspie repe- 
atedly stressed to the Iraqi leader 
that President George Bush 
wanted to improve relations with 
Iraq and did not want a con- 
frontation. The Post account was 
based on leaked copies of the 
cables. 

Mr. Pell said he believes that 
the American people "are enti--. 
tied to know that the statements 
made by the ambassador to the 
(Senate) Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee are not supported" by her 
cables at the time. 


Mr. Pell asked for an explana- 
tion as to why "no effort was 
made to correct the public re- 
cord." 

He said the title of Ms. Glas- 
pie’s cable reporting on her July 
25 meeting with the Iraqi leader, 
"Saddam's message of friendship 
to President Bush,” reflected the 
overall tone of the secret docu- 


ment. 

The State Department had no 
immediate comment on Mr. 
Pell’s allegations. A department 
official said Ms. Glaspie, who 


Students, teachers who went to Iraqi-run schools unwelcome — Kuwait 


KUWAIT CITY (AP) — 
Kuwait's education minister said 
in an interview published Satur- 
day that students who went to 
public schools run by the Iraqis 
during occupation will not be 
admitted next year. 

All others, registered before 
the Aug. 2 invasion, are welcome 
regardless of nationality. Minister 
Suleiman Al Badr said. 

He told the newspaper A I 
Oabas that 4.070 ministry of 
education employees who work- 
ed during the occupation would 
not get their jobs back. 

“We don’t want to be unfair to 
anybody, but at the same time we 
have the right as Kuwaitis to 
clean our schools from any ele- 
ments that used to salute the Iraqi 
flag and tread on the Kuwaiti, 
and say that life in Kuwait im- 
proved tremendously after the 
invasion," said Mr. Badr. 

The announcement was widely 
seen as a further attempt to press- 


ure Palestinians to leave the 
country, as it was almost entirely 
Palestinian students and teachers 
in the schools during the occupa- 
tion. 

Western diplomats have said 
they tried to argue against the 
order, noting that as a sociology 
professor at Kuwait University 
during the occupation, Mr. Badr 
announced that all teachers there 
should go to work. He later res- 
cinded the order. 

Mr. Badr said that there will 
be no exceptions to the decision 
and that students who went to 
Iraqi-run public schools can still 
go to private ones. 

"Kuwait does not want and will 
not prevent anyone from getting 
an education.” the minister said. 

One of the first measures taken 
by the Iraqis when they invaded 
Kuwait was changing the names 
of all schools named after mem- 
bers of the ruling Al Sabah family 
and any national occasions. A 


school with the name of Feb. 25. 
the country’s national day, be- 
came Aug. 2, to celebrate Iraq’s 
invasion. 

The minister said out of 
136,000 non-Kuwaiti students 
registered in public schools be- 
fore the invasion, only 46,000 
stayed in the country. Not all of 
them enrolled. 

The minister told Al Qabas 
that 2,400 of the dismissed em- 
ployees were Palestinians, 800 
were Jordanians, 400 were Iraqis 
and the rest from other Arab 
nationalities. Kuwaiti parents fre- 
quently say they do not want 
teachers from those countries in- 
structing their children. 

He added that the ministry will 
depend on its Kuwaiti teachers in 
addition to 6,000 of its former 
teachers from Egypt, Syria, 
Lebanon and Morocco when 
schools reopen in August. The 
year will be an intensive one, with 
the next year to start in February. 


to make up for time lost during 
the invasion. 

The minister told the paper 
that salary lists-left behind by the 
Iraqis were not enough evidence 
to prove that a teacher worked, 
because the Iraqis used to draw 
up lists to "steal” government 
money in teachers' names. 

In June a martial law court 
sentenced a Palestinian teacher to 
death for working as principal of 
Tulaitila Girl's High School dur- 
ing the occupation. 

Ham da Younis, 55. was ac- 
cused of delivering pro-Iraq and 
anti-Kuwait speeches to students, 
and girls who went to her high- 
school appeared jubilant at the 
occupation in an interview filmed 
at the school and shown on Iraqi 
television. 

But Mr. Hamda’s sentence was 
reduced to iife imprisonment 
when the crown prince commuted 
all death sentences on June 26. 
the last day of martial law. 


plans to take a leave to teach in 
California this fall, did not wish 
to comment. 

However, Deputy Secretary of 
State Lawrence Eagieburger has 
asked to appear with Ms. Glaspie 
before a Senate committe to re- 
spond to the charges. 

Mr. Eagieburger sent a letter 
late Friday to Mir. Pell asking to 
appear al the panel’s earliest con- 
venience "to respond to any 
questions senators may have ab- 
out any misimpressions there mav 
be," senior U.S. State Depart- 
ment official told Reuters. 

Mr. Baker leaves Sunday for 
the London economic summit of 
industrialised nations and Mr. 
Eagieburger is acting secretary 
here in his absence. 

Some critics believe that if Ms. 
Glaspie had been more confron- 
tational with President Saddam in 
the July 25, 1990 meeting, he 
might have called off the inva- 
sion. 

Sen. Patrick Leahy has said 
that Ms. Glaspie. on instructions 
from the State Department, “vir- 
tually gave a green light" for the 
invasion. 

Mr. Leahy based his comment 
largely on an Iraqi transcript of 
the July 25 meeting. The trans- 
cript quoted her as telling Presi- 
dent Saddam the United States 
has "no opinion" on Iraq's bor- 
der dispute with Kuwait. 

In her March 20 testimony be- 
fore the Senate committee, she 
said President Saddam had 
assured her he would not use 
force against Kuwait and that the 
Iraqi leader engaged in a “de- 
liberate deception on a major 
scale" when he invaded anyway. 

In testimony the next day be- 
fore the House of Representa- 
tives Foreign Affairs Committee, 
Ms. Glaspie disputed allegations 
that her message to President 
Saddam was ambiguous. 

She said she warned President 
Saddam at the time that the 
United States was prepared to 
defend its vital interests in the 
Gulf. 

"Saddam Hussein, who is a man 
who lives by the sword, believed 
that we were going to do it by the 


sword,” she testified. 

The Post account of the Glas- 
pie cables did not uncover any 
stark warning to the Iraqis during 
her meeting with President Sad- 
dam. At one point, she said she 
told President Saddam; "We can 
never excuse Settlement of dis- 
putes by any but peacefn! 
means." 

The Post said she also stressed 
Mr. Bush’s "desire for 
friendship" and better relations. 
When she asked about the Iraqi 
buildup on the border with 
Kuwait, she posed the question 
gently "in the spirit of friendship, 
not confrontation,” according to 
one of her cables cited by the 
newspaper. 

‘Covert arms sales’ 


Robert Gates, while deputy 
director at the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency (CIA), was in- 
volved in secret shipments of 
U.S. arms to Iraq through Chile 
in the 1980s, the ABC television 
network and the financial Times 
newspaper said. 

Based on information from un- 
identified former CIA operatives, 
the network and the Financial 
Times said in a joint report that 
Mr. Gates, Dominated by Presi- 
dent Bush to head the CIA, met a 
Chilean arms merchant, Carlos 
Cardoen, to set up the sales. 

The allegation was denied by 
the White House and the CIA. 

The joint report said that in 
1983 then President Ronald 
Reagan authorised the coven 
arms sales to Iraq in a classified 
presidential finding stating it was 
important that arms and technical 
assistance be funnelled to Iraq 
covertly by the CIA. 

The U.S. was officially neutral 
during the 1980-88 Iran-Iraq war. 

The report added that a former 
CIA operative told them he 
attended a 1986 meeting between 
Mr. Gates and Chilean arms mer- 
chant Cardoen to set up the sales 
of weapons and technology 
through Chile. 

Shipments of arms to Chile, 
even for trans-shipment to 
another destination, were illegal 
until last December. 
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Tunis court confirms death penalties 


Germans to measure Kuwait pollution 


BONN (AP) — The ministry of environment is sending a special I 
vehicle and team of experts to study pollution damage in Knwait 1 
from burning oil wells. The ministry said an agreement between 
Germany and Kuwait had been signed to carry out a detailed 
pollution survey. German technicians are to measure concentre- 
tions of pollutants "to determine the effects of the burning oil on ! 
the population, vegetation, the ecological system, crops and the ! 
regional climate,” the statement said. The specialised vehicle is 
outfitted with equipment to measure concentrations of "soot 
particles, sulphur dioxide, hydrogen dioxide, ozone and hydrocar- 
bons." The measurements are to be made in and around Kuwait 
Gty and as dose as possible to the burning oil wells, the statement 
said. The project is expected to last about three months and comes 
under the auspices of an international programme of foe World 
Meteorological Organisation and the World Health Organisation. 


Ethiopia’s leader appeals dissidents 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — Ethiopia’s interim President Meles 
Zenawi has said a dissident coalition can participate in future 
elections but must first renounce violence. Mr. Meles, whose ] 
Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF) i 
ousted foe government of dictator Mengistu Haile Mariam in May, 
said the group excluded itself from talks earlier this month on 
setting up a broad-based government “by refusing to renounce 
violence.” Mr. Meles told a television panel discussion late Friday 
that the Washington-based Coalition of Ethiopian Democratic 
Forces (COEDF) would be welcome to participate in multi-party 
elections in two years time to replace an interim administration set 
up by the conference. “The only tiling we ask of them is to 
renounce officially foeir war posturing,” he said. The COEDF has 
said it wanted to attend the conference but was barred by the 
EPRDF. In a statement last weekend the group said the meeting, 
at which 24 political groups agreed to set up an interim administra- 
tion ahead of the planned elections in 1993, was “designed to 
entrench EPRDF domination.” 


Kidnappers release Lebanese teenager 


ATHENS (R) — Kidnappers abducted a Lebanese teenager from 
her holiday home in Greece Friday and demanded $2 million 
ransom. But the unknown abductors later released her after the 
death of foe housekeeper they had chloroformed, police said. 
Tamara Oskanian, 14, was seized after a gang broke into the family 
villa at Porto Rafti, east of Athens. She was later found unharmed 
in an area west of Greek capital. "The kidnappers were probably 
scared after they learned that the housekeeper died and let the girt 
go." a police spokesman said. Varvara Panayiotidou, 55, died of 
respiratory and heart failure. The Oskanian family lives in 
Belgium. The girl had been sent to Greece for foe holidays with her 
six-yea r-old sister. Their father, Kevork, a precious stones dealer, 
told police the kidnappers called him in Belgium asking for foe 
ransom. 


Spread of screw-worm Infestation halted 


ROME (R) — The spread of the screw-worm cattle parasite in 
Libya has effectively ended after a programme to release millions 
of sterile screw-worm flies, the International Fund for Agriculture 
Development (TFAD) said Friday. Only one case of infestation had 
been reported since February compared with more than 13,000 
cases reported up to foe end of last year, it said. IFAD launched 
the $2.8 million eradication programme last December, releasing 
j millions of sterile screw-worm flies. The screw-worm, which lays its 
eggs in wounds on livestock, invaded North Africa from the 
j Americas two years ago. 
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BAGHDAD (AP) — Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan, a special U.N. 
envoy for the Gulf, said Friday he had visited Iran’s most senior 
Shiite spiritual lea (ter, who has been reported under house arrest 
since March. Prince Sadruddin told a news conference he had a 
long private meeting with Grand Ayatollah Abdul Q asem Al 
, Khoei during a visit to foe Shiite city of Najaf , south of Baghdad. 
But he did not comment on Iranian allegations that A yatouahKboei 
has been under house arrest since spring to pressure Iraqr Smites to 
end their rebellion against the Iraqi government. Troops largely 
crushed the uprising in March, but pockets of resista n ce remain. 
Prince Sadruddin said foe 95-year-old imam was well but frail and 
told him that Iraqi authorities were giving him the righi diet and 
medicines. "He is obviously concerned about his family and 
followers,'' Prince Sadruddin said. He added that Ayatollah Khoei 
was allowed visits from a son but was concerned to hear of new s of 
other members of bis family, some of whom were reportedly 
arrested by Iraqi authorities. Prince Sadruddin said he asked 
Baghdad for permission to visit Ayatollah Khoei in April in a 
personal capacity, rather than as a U.N. envoy. Prince Sapruddm, 
wrapping up a five-day visit to Iraq, also travelled to Karbala 
Friday. 


TUNIS (R) — Death penalties on five Muslim activists convicted 
of burning to death a guard in an attack on the ruling party s office 
in Tunis have been confirmed by a high court, lawyers raid 
Saturday. The lawyers said that following the high court’s derision 
on Friday they asked for a meeting with President Zine Al Abidine 
Ben Ali to request a presidential pardon. Mr . Ben Ah is known to - 
oppose capital punishment. Since he seized power in November 
1987 only one person has been executed, for the murder of 12 
children. The high court confirmed the verdict of a low er co urt 
given on June 27. Seven other activists were jailed for life, three to 
20 years, eight to five years and one to a suspended sentence of two 
years. They were convicted of attacking the offices of the ruling 
Democratic Constitutional Assembly (RCD) in the Bab Sonika 
district of the old city. The five condemned to death were convicted 
of tying up and burning alive the office guard and wounding three 
other people. They admitted they belonged to the outlawed 
Nahdha Muslim fundamentalist movement and pleaded not guilty 
to premeditated murder. About 200 Nahdha leaders and militants, 
including several dozen military men, have been arrested and are 
to appear before a military tribunal charged with conspiring against 
foe state. 
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p|iKt|eat^s higher in 1990; 

urges citizens to 
use caution in handling firearms 
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T-XP£ Records in . . 
tw" ^tminat: Investigation De- 
parffa^revcalfoar312 cases of- 

shori^bpi*^- .-fired occurred in. 

1590; -*j^nVt '224 . in 2989,. 
accounting fwThe. death of . 27 
WRte z.wid .fop injury of 211 

othrasir-:,-; .’ - ■. 7. 

■"‘Acttmfing to foeserecords , 84 
i cases occurred -daring weddings, 
^resulting in the death of four 
-“pec^pami the inttsyof 35 others 
daring lP90. , _ .. . 

' -Ji df Jinie 25,’ a, total of 4$ 
firmg.cases were recorded result- 1 
in^m -foe death of two persons 
and the injury of . 24 others in 
1991. The last of these incidents 
occurred during a wedding earlier 
this month that .resulted in the 
death of the bridegroom. 

According to Brigadier Abdul 
Kanin Tarawnetw the department •' 
director, the police plan to prop- 
ose a new draft law imposing 
stricter penalties on people who 
use firearms without reason.Also 
to be introduced will be new 


measures governing the posses- 
sion of firearms so as to curtail 
the incidents in Jordan which, he 
,said, ; are causing, a large number 
of deaths and injuries to innocent 
people; 

- Biigz Tarawneh was quoted by 
AUXistour Arabic daily assaying 
that - Jordanian citizens are 
. allowed to- possess firearms and 
the. Public Security Department 
(PSD}- normally offers them a' 
licence for that, free of charge, 
■provided the firearms are kept at 
home, or are carried only during 
travel. 

The PSD also, offers licences 
to citizens wishing to cany their 
weapons outside the dty bound- 
dries provided they renew the 
licence annually for a free. Brig. 
Tarawseh said. 

“Like ail other societies of the 
world, crimes in which firearms 
are used occur in Jordan, but the 
country remains free of organised 
crime," he said. . 


He added that the police in 
Jordan normally solve 85 per cent 
of the total number of crimes 
whether they involve fire arms or 
not. 

Referring to the practice of 
shooting into the air during wed- 
dings, he said this tradition has 
been followed in Jordan for ages 
and it is believed to be an ex- 
pression of rejoicing over the 
happy occasion. This, he added, 
is a very wrong and dangerous 
concept that should be changed 
because firing can only result in 
the loss of life. 

According to a PSD bulletin, 
the governorate of Irbid 
accounted for 25 firing incidents 
during weddings in 1990, causing 
the death of three persons and 
the injury of 16 others. It was 
followed by Amman, where 19 
incidents were recorded over the 
past year. Fewer incidents occur- 
red in Balqa, Karak, Maan, Zar- 
qa, Tafiieh, Aqaba, Madaba and 
Mafraq. 
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Arab- American scholar to write 
book on Jordan’s foreign policy 
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By NidaJ M. Ibrahim 

Jordan Times' Staff. Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan's foreign 
policy is qoiteoften a function 
of~a variety of internal and 
external factors, not all of 
which the Kingdom has much 
control ■ over, according to a 
leading American scholar, who 
is in tire process of writing a 
book ' oh the subject. ■ 

SiL-the book, which will 
analyse the many facets that 
make-op Jordanian foreign 
policy. Dr, Emile .F. Sahliyeh 
rites^ Jordan’s geopolitical vul- 
nerability, demographic 
rhaknrp, position in the peace 
proefess and- other factors as 
major determinants of its rela- 
tions with other nations. ; 

' Jn an interview with the Jor- 
dan Hines," Dr, Sahliyeh — ah 
associate political science jwo- 
ft^or. _at , tire University ' of 
T^h^-TexavU-Si — said J6r* 

' darf^tbreign policy is as much 1 
affected by as It affects tire 
foftSgh pohries of other states. 

•In Jordan to conduct inter- 
. various /officials as 

research, .-for his upcoming . . 
book‘Dr. Sahliyeh discussed 
tte various aspects of his re- 
search; ^ is not expected 
to be . published for another 
year or " so . . Howeve r, the 
Arat>-Anrerican scholar, who 
was bom-in Jerusalem in 1945 
. and now makes his home in 
Denton, 'Texas, declined to 
discuss in detail the initial im- 
pressions he has formed from 
the .interviews, he ,has com- 
pleted-with Jedding Jordanian 
government leaders and intel- 
. lectsals. - 

■- Among those interviewed by 
Dr.:.Sahliyeh are the political 
otjMheF to the King, a former 
foreign minister, afonner chief 
pf tire Royal Coun. a former 
muustgrand other .officials. 

- 'Describing the: interviews'' 
withthe offioab, faesaidz ‘Tm 
very; impressed by the people 
(hat J talked tor I think they 
. are _ajj veiy intelligent and are ‘ 
very much aware of what is 
going on in the outside world. 
They have-a very sophisticated 
view of the world and of Jorda- 
oian -foreign policy interests.” 
Jordan's lack of economic re- 
sources is a major fteterininant 
in taw .It conducts relations 
with 'other nations. Dr. 
rSah&yeh said. Specifically, the 
lack of a major «*po rt base 
such as oil or crops places the 
Kingdom in a somewhat fragile 
position, he' said. 


“It means Jordan is depen- 
dent cm outside states and if so. 
then how is this reflected in 
terms of Jordan's ability to act 
. independently?” Dr. Sahliyeh 
asks. “Because when you are 
dependent on outsiders, how 
can you afford to pursue an 
independent foreign policy? 
That’s the type of thing that I 
am in the process of investigat- 

■ * it 

mg. 

Another factor in Jordanian 
foreign policy to be addressed 
will be its geographical posi- 
tion between states with strong 
militaries. Dr. Sahliyeh said. 

Having borders with Syria 
on the north, Israel on the west 
and Iraq on the east places 
Jordan in a sensitive situation. 
In effect, the Kingdom acts as 
a buffer for these states, which 
•are at times hostile towanfc 
each other, be said. 

This situation also works to 
4 Jordan’s favour as hostile ac- 
tion towards the Kingdom' by 
any one of these nations would 
be viewed by the others as a 
threat to their national secur- 
ity.. This. inhibits Jordan's’ 
, neighbours from taking an 
overly aggressive stance to- 
wards the Kingdom, Dr. 
Sahliyeh said. 

Hie country’s demographic 
makeup also strongly influ- 
ences the policies Jordan pur- 
sues across the world. Specifi- 
cally, the book will seek to 
address how Jordan's Palesti- 
nian “majority" affects its 
stance towards other countries 
and issues, especially Israel * 
and the peace process, Dr. 
Sahliyeh said. 

Yet another factor to be 
considered will be the belief 
system of policy-makers. In- 
cluded in this b^oad category 
will be how leaders view the 
world, politics, Jordan’s neigh- 
bours, the Kingdom’s role in 
regional and international 
affairs and the way they per- 
ceive things. Dr. Sahliyeh said. 

Jordanian foreign policy is 
also sure to be affected by the 
recent dcmocratisation process 
the country is undergoing, 
which will result in a more, 
active parliament. Dr. 
Sahliyeh said. "I'm sure there 
will be more debate about the 
foreign policy of Jordan,” he 
said. 

" Other factors, which Dr. 
Sahliyeh called “external fac- 
tors,” will also influence the 
Kingdom's foreign policy. 
Among these will be move- 
ments that affect the entire 


region and the foreign policies 
of many of the area's nations, 
like pan-Arabism and Muslim 
fundamentalism. Such sweep- 
ing movements do not neces- 
sarily afford the leadership 
much control and may. to a 
great degree, direct Jordanian 
and other countries' foreign 
policy, he said. 

Another factor that might 
have widespread consequences 
could be Israel's diminished 
importance in the aftermath of 
the Gulf war and how that will 
shape U.S. foreign policy and 
its effect on Jordan, Dr. 
Sahliyeh said. The end of the 
cold war, Israel's insignificance 
as a strategic ally during the 
Gulf war and the fact that the 
United States can now depend 
on Arabs to fight Arabs if 
necessary (as proven when 
Syria, Egypt and Saudi Arabia 
joined the allies against Iraq), 
all contribute to Israel's dimi- . 
nished importance as an ally in 
the Middle East, Dr. Sahliyeh 
said. 

“These are all positive de- 
velopments that in the long run 
are suggestive of a possibility 
of resolving the Palestinian- 
Israeli conflict diplomatical- 
ly,” he said. 

Another by-product of the 
Gulf war was the stark realisa- 
tion that the United States, 
despite being the pre-eminent 
world power, could not carry 
out its policies without the help 
of an international coalition. 
Dr. Sahliyeh said. Despite its 
military capabilities, the Un- 
ited States needed countries 
such as Germany and Japan to 
underwrite their buildup in the 
Middle East. 

This, coupled with the more 
prominent role of the United 
Nations and its members, sug- 
gest a greater role for states 
such as Jordan and Japan in 
affecting international de- 
velopments, Dr. Sahliyeh said. 


King 
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KARAK (J.T.l — His Majesty 
King Hussein, accompanied by 
Chief of the Royal Court Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker. Saturday went 
to AI Yarout village near here 
and visited AI Majali family to 
offer condolences on the death of 
the late Abdul Wahab At Majali. 

The late Mr. Majali. who died 
Thursday in Amman, was laid to 
rest in his home village Friday. 
The funeral was attended by the 
King’s representative, Chief 
Chamberlain Prince Raad Ben 
Zeid, speaker and members of 
the Upper House of Parliament 
and deputies and representatives 
of various organisations. 

The deceased had served in a 
number of prominent posts, in- 
cluding that of deputy prime 
minister, minister of education 
and as a member of Parliament. 


Seminar urges Arab, Islamic cooperation 
to ensure socio- economic development 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A three-day 
seminar on “Development from 
an Islamic perspective" ended in 
Amman Saturday with the parti- 
cipants issuing a set of recom- 
mendations that call on the Arab 
and Islamic nations to cooperate 
to ensure food security and pro- 
vide proper means for socio- 
economic development. 

“In light of the need to ensure 
the required resources for sus- 
tainable development in the Arab 
and Islamic worlds and in light of 
the formation of major world 
economic blocs, Islamic states 
should embark on a meaningful 
programme to better utilise [heir 
potentials and cooperate towards 
the fulfilment of the aspired 
goals.” said a communique issued . 
at the end of the meetings. 

The seminar appealed to the 
concerned authorities in the Isla- 
mic World to develop appropri- 
ate financial tools facilitating the 
smooth flow of capital among 
Arab and Islamic states so as to 
contribute towards intrinsic de- 
velopment and curtail borrowing 
from foreign sources. 


Referring to projects, the com- 
munique called on the Jeddah- 
based Islamic Development Bank 
(IDB) to provide funds for invest- 
ment projects in the member 
countries of the Organisation of 
Islamic Conference (OIC). 

With reference to food secur- 
ity, the communique recom- 
mended increased efforts and ex- 
tra care to be directed towards 
agricultural production and lives- 
tock wealth as well as food pro- 
cessing industries, benefiting 
from the resources available in 
Islamic slates. 

According ro the communique, 
the seminar supported a call by 
OIC to establish a food security 
re serve so as to provide needy 
Islamic countries with food in 
rimes of need. 

Referring to the debt issue, the 
seminar stressed the need for 
coordination among the Islamic 
states to find proper solutions for 
iheir debts and called on resear- 
chers. scientists and economists 
to help attain that goal. 

The seminar called on Islamic 
countries to give due attention to 


the development of the functions 
of Islamic banks and to establish 
a special Islamic Monetary Fund 
to operate in accordance with 
Islamic laws. Such a fond, the 
communique said, can assume 
the task of helping Islamic coun- 
tries adjust their balances of pay- 
ments and enable them to con- 
duct a better evaluation of their 
financial systems. 

The seminar also recom- 
mended the establishement of a 
special financial body to deal with 
zakat (alms to the poor) so that 
more money can be spent on less 
developed Muslim countries and 
needy Islamic societies. 

It also called for reducing con- 
sumption at the government and 
individual levels and to enable 
Islamic societies to display social 
solidarity conducive to the crea- 
tion of a strong and well-balanced 
and stable society in the Islamic 
World. 

Referring to the youth, the. 
seminar urged the concerned au- 
thorities to mobilise the young 
people’s potentials to serve eco- 


nomic development, aided by 
well-planned informational and 
educational programmes. 

The seminar appealed to va- 
rious educational and informa- 
tional agencies in Islamic coun- 
tries, inctuding the Islamic Edu- 
cational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (ISESCO), to help 
propagate Islamic methods in de- 
velopment. 

The seminar urged Arab and 
Islamic countries to finance de- 
velopment projects in Arab lands 
under Israeli occupation with a 
view to further enhancing the 
steadfastness of the Palestinian 
people in confronting the Zionist 
occupation. 

The seminar urged jniversities 
and higher institutions in the 
Arab and Islamic worlds to adopt 
Arabic as the main teaching lan- 
guage in the field of development 
from an Islamic perspective. 

The three-day seminar was 
organised by the Royal Academy 
for Islamic Civilisation Research' 
(AI AJ Bayt Foundation) in coop- 
eration with ISESCO and the 
Islamic Development Bank. 


Arab unity urged at 
Dawa symposium 


TRIPOLI (Petra) — Jordan is 
participating in an Islamic sympo- 
sium here organised by (he Libya- 
based Dawa Society to mark 15 
centuries, since the death of the 
Prophet Mohammad. 

In the two-day session partici- 
pants discuss nine working papers 


Jordan 


new 

year 


AMMAN (Petra) — Deputising 
for His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, Minister of Aw- 
qaf and Islamic Affairs Raef Na- 
jim attended Saturday a cere- 
mony held by the ministry at AI 
Husseini Mosque in Amman on 
the occasion of the new Hijra 
year. 

After the ceremony, which 
started by reciting Koranic 
verses, Mr. Najim delivered a 
speech reviewing Prophet 
Mohammad's journey from Mec- 
ca to Medina to escape persecu- 
tion. 

Senator Akram Zu’eitir, chair- 
man of the Royal Commission for 
Jerusalem Affairs, delivered an 
address on the historic impact of 
AI Hijra on Muslims in particular 
and humanity in general. 

Senator Ishaq AI Farfaan also 
delivered a speech in which he 
called on Muslims to benefit from 
the lessons of AI Hijra to take a 
leading role in building a new 
world order built on the princi- 
ples of Islant. 

Dr. Faihan urged the Muslims 
to pride themselves in their reli- 
gion and its values. 

The ceremony was attended by 
several officials and a large num- 
ber of citizens. 


submitted by scholars and uni- 
versity professors related to the 
Islamic faith and "its effect on 
Muslims' culture. 

One of the participants addres- 
sed the opening session Saturday 
urging Muslims to unify their 
ranks and face the foreign ideolo- 
gical invasion by cultures hostile 
to Islam and to foil all conspir- 
acies being hatched against the 
Islamic Nation. 

Dr. Mohammad Ai Sharif criti- 
cised scholars and religious lead- 
ers in the Islamic world for their 
contradictory ifta (Islamic formal 
opinion) during the Gulf crisis. 

The Tripoli-based Dawa, 
which was founded in 1972. aims 
at propagating Islam around the 
world and at presenting the Isla- 
mic faith in its proper perspec- 
tive. The society also seeks to 
encourage the use of Arabic, 
because it is the language of the 
Holy Koran, and to inform the 
world about Islam and the works 
of Prophet Mohammad. 


‘250 journalists were deliberately killed 


while on mission over the past two years’ 

IOJ, JPA discuss role of press 


By Odeh Odeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A two-member 
team representing the Interna- 
tional Organisation of Journalists 
(IOJ) is meeting Sunday with the 
President of the Jordanian Press 
Association (JPA) Haskem 
Khreisat and association board 
members to discuss matters re- 
lated to the work of journalists 
.-worldwide. 

Mazen Husseini, who is' IOJ 
deputy secretary general, and 
Mahmoud Ali. who is in charge 
of the Arab desk at the Prague- 
based organisation, are also sche- 
duled to meet Prime Minister 
Taher Masri and Foreign Minis- 
ter Abdullah Ensour to discuss 
their organisation’s role in prom- 
oting journalists’ work worl- 
dwide. 


Talks with the JPA will centre 
on journalists’ duties and the 
risks they are faced with while 
carrying out their duties, accord- 
ing to a JPA official. 

In a statement to AI Ra'i and 
the Jordan Times. Mr. Husseini 
said that journalists are exposed 
to severe treatment at the hands 
of totalitarian regimes and coun- 
tries that do not wish to expose 
the truth about matters related to 
freedoms. 

At least 250 journalists were 
deliberately killed while working 
in a number of countries over the 
past two years, Mr. Husseini said. 

The plight of journalists and 
the topics on the agenda of a 
general IOJ conference, which 
will be held in Sanaa, Yemen, in 
November, will be among the 


topics for discussion during the 
team's week-long stay in Jordan. 

Both Mr. Husseini and Mr. Ali 
paid tribute to the governments 
of Yemen and Jordan for offering 
journalists facilities to carry out 
their duties. 

Mr. Ali said that the organisa- 
tion had recently sent a team to 
the occupied Arab territories and 
submitted a report to its head- 
quarters condemning the repres- 
sion of Arab journalists in occu- 
pied Palestine and the restrictions 
imposed on them and on foreign 
journalists by the Israeli author- 
ities. 

Mr. Husseini said that 
thousands of journalists, repre- 
senting nearly one quarter million 
IOJ members, were expected to 
take part in the Sanaa meeting. 


Amman gas turbines to be moved to AI Risheh 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 

AMMAN — The Jordan Elec- 
tricity Authority (JEA) is ex- 
pected to finalise moves to trans- 
fer two of its gas turbines from 
south of Amman to AI Risheh gas 
Gelds near the border this month, 
industry sources say. 

The decision to move foe tur- 
bines, each with a capacity of 30 
megawatts, was taken last year 
after the discovery of high de- 
posits of gas at AI Risheh. Ten-' 
dere were invited for foe process. 
However, no contract has yet 
been awarded since some of the 
offers were “exorbitantly high,” 
according to a source close to foe 
affair. 

‘"In at least two cases, the offer 
to transfer foe turbines was more 
than foe actual cost of foe gener- 


ators," said foe source. The tur- 
bines are currently situated at AI 
Muqablein, south of Amman. 

The financial feasibility of pip- 
ing Ai Risheh gas to other points 
in Jordan has not been clearly 
established. 

Senior JEA officials are visiting 
Italy with a view to closing a deal 
under which Italian expertise wiD 
be used for the re-siting of foe 
generators. 

It is not known whether an 
Italian company will be given an 
outright contract to move foe 
turbines or Italian experts will be 
contracted by foe JEA. The pro- 
ject will be partly financed by 
loans from Arab lending agen- 
cies. 

With the completion of the 
planned transfer of foe generat- 
ing facility to AJ Risheh,' Jordan 
.would be saving around $30 mil- 


Bori annually in energy import 
bills, with AI Risheh-generated 
electricity accounting for around 
25 per cent of all JEA output. 

Two 30-megawatt turbines are 
already generating power using 
AI Risheh gas and feeding foe 
national power grid. They went 
on stream in May 1989, and their 
daily consumption of gas is 
around two million cubic metres. 

According to Dr. Kamal 
Jreisat, head of foe Natural Re- 
sources Authority (NRA), it has 
been established that the total 
reserves at AI Risheh are a mini- 
mum of around 11,000 million’ 
cubic metres — enough to feed 
four 30-megawatt generators for 
over seven years. 

“The gas fields are running 
inwards into Jordanian territory, 
and this has given great en- 
couragement since earlier predic- 


tions had said that the main gas 
deposits were in Iraqi territory,” 
said an international expert famil- 
iar with the project at AI Risheh, 
which lies close to foe Jordanian- 
Iraqi border. 

lire JEA is also 'contemplating 
a proposal to buy two additional 
30-megawatt gas turbines, but a 
decision will be taken only after 
foe two Amman generators are 
moved to AI Risheh. 

The discovery of gas at AI 
Risheh has prompted foe JEA to 
freeze a $300 million project to 
expand production at foe Aqaba 
Thermal Power Station, which 
has an installed capacity of 130 
megawatts. “It is doubtful that 
foe project will be revived soon,” 
said a JEA source in January this 
year. “The entire focus is now 
shifted how to make best use of 
AI Risheh gas." 




HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


S^mlnarto review ESCWA’s work 

• - • ’ - 

/ (Petra) — The executive secretary general of the 
Rntwwnic and Social Commission for Western 
' 5CWA)„and the under secretary general of foe U J4., Dr. 

Abdnl Jaber, will hold a press conference nett Wednes- 
" - Plaza Hotel in Amman. Dr. Abdul Jabcr will outline 
sifeatures of the present stage for ESCWA’s work and 
~ foe economic and social developments in the region 
' ' on ESCWA’s work in tbe coining period. 

.college students sit for exams 

iwj-I A total of 21,979 students from Jordan are 
' w " general comprehensive e xaminat ions for 
“he examinations started Thursday, 
immagon were allocated for students taking 
of foe Ministry of Education's Examina- 
fco:Mustafer Adwan said foe theoretical part of the. 
^ ^ Id end on July 22, while the practical examina- 
^ jfafy25. Dr. Adwan added that correction of 
prs JaRSuld begin on July 16. He said that five 
“vwere established, including a centre m lifrid, 

~ ' ibr foe first time. 
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e is due 


PRIME MINISTER Taber Masri’s policy statement to 
Parliament on Thursday has received mixed reactions from 
the public and potitatians. While some people would have 
Hfce ri it to have been stronger and inclusive of more specifics, 
others thought it was overamlntioas and the programmes 
outlined in it difficult to achieve. 

In all cases, the statement was more or less typical of aO 
new governments’ statements, and traditional in that it 
identified problems and left, much to be desired about actual 
and practical solutions. 

Apart from its pledges to enhanc e democratisation, a 
process that is propelling itself will, the government's 
prog ramme failed to present a new and comprehensive 
vision to solve the country’s major political problems or 
economic fils. It even fell short of identifying state 
bureaucracy as the major obstacle to making progress in 
every aspect of the country’s life. In education, for example, 
at set for itself a task whose accomplishment is difficult to 
foresee. If the government intends to fulfil the objective of 
providing ail classrooms with computers within ten -years, 
then it needs a budget that is nowhere to be found in 
government books. 

In any event, traditional methods will not do. Although 
some might contend that the age of revolutions is over, only 
some sort of a visionary outlook could save us from our 
difficult problems. If we continue to be daunted by the task 
of reforming the public sector for tribal or other reasons, we 
wifi not see any reforms succeeding in any area, be it the 
economy, education, industry or whatever. Unless we divert 
funds from where they are squandered for no good reason at 
all to where they are most needed, the country wifi continue 
to suffer from inaction and decline. Our problems have 
generally been compounded by previous governments’ 
failure to address basic issues like education and employ- 
ment. The economy especially, health, tourism and industry 
wifi all function beautifully once the public sector is 
reformed and strengthened and education is taken more 
seriously. It is regrettable that despite the lessons learned, 
or unlearned, from the Gulf war, we still ding to Arab 
reconciliation, Arab aid and Arab markets for the export of 
Jordanian labour. These policies have proven futile even 
before the Gulf war. 

At the Arab summit in Baghdad Jordan pleaded for And) 
aid which did not materialise; should we now expect the 
situation to be better? Even on decentralisation, the 
government’s statement was not very forthcoming. Instead, 
it talked about developing and strengthening existing 
legislation and improving the work of over-bureaucratic 
departments, like the Water Authority. 

In sum, Thursday's statement can be described as neither 
revolutionary nor anything else. At best it keeps die 
tradition. Alas, traditional methods and means do not treat 
modern fils. Unless all wrong trends in all aspects of state 
fife are reassessed, stopped and reversed, the decline will 
continue as governments come and go. The disease is not in 
people, ministers, or prune ministers. It is in inaction and 
empty rhetoric that have been snowballing for decades. 
Unless truly visionary and more fundamental changes are 
made, the status quo will remain. 

AEE&ESS<£ COMMENTARIES 

Al Ra’i daily focused attention on clear signs coming from 
Washington which, it said, is bent on weakening the Arab 
Nation's military power. It said that America’s open decision to 
strike against Iraqi targets, its plans to station rapid deployment 
forces in Turkey and its call on the Arabs to offer concessions if 
they are to have peace with Israel are all dear indications of 
Washington's evil intentions harboured against the Arabs. Furth- 
ermore, the U.S. administration is not interested in implementing 
the international legitimacy with regard to the Palestine question 
and is openly exercising pressure on Syria to accept Washington's 
proposals concerning a settlement to the Arab-Israeli conflict, the 
paper pointed out. America's threat to launch a new aggression 
against Iraq is clearly intended to destroy whatever remained of 
the Iraqi military power, at a time when the U.S. continues to 
supply Israel's aresenai with the latest mass destruction and 
conventional weapons, the paper added. These threats to the 
Arabs are coupled with Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir's 
intended proposal to European Community countries concerning 
trade so as to break the current Arab boycott of Israeli goods, the 
paper said. It said that these ominous signs leave the Arab 
countries face to face with only one option if they really intend to 
survive and that is to heal the rifts in their ranks and opt for real 
solidarity. 

A columnist in Al Dnstour daily Saturday focused attention on the 
new government's policy statement delivered to parliament by 
Prime Minister Taher Masri. Mazra Hammad said that the policy 
statement presented ail that could be presented about the 
country's foreign and domestic policies. What else do those who 
advocate no confidence in the new government wish to hear, do 
they want a war government or a national government without 
national unity? asked the writer. This government he noted is 
clearly committed to the Constitution and the National Charter 
and it is maintaining and upholding Jordan's clear principles and 
policies with regard to the liberation of the usurped lands in 
Palestine has committed itself to deal with the questions of 
unemployment and the soaring cost of living as well as the 
national economy. He said that the government, faced with very 
meagre resources, strained relations with the Arab countries, a 
weak Arab World and many other challenges, has no option but 
to present the ideas contained in the policy statement which the 
deputies beard from Mr. Masri Thursday. Those who oppose the 
new government, could not have expected from Mr. Masri to 
issue an ultimatum to Israel to withdraw from the occupied lands 
or declare that it intends to double the salaries of the government 
civil servants, the writer said. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fabd Al Faaek 


Arab development - problems and solutions 


DURING the forties and fifties of this century, conventional 
wisdom among Arab thinkers had it that the Arab World was a 
single national entity, superficially divided by the colonial powers, 
and that it will be united in a federation or confederation as soon 
as it gained independence from those powers. The Arab League, 
established in 1945, was seen as a step in that direction. 

Since then things gradually changed. With time the nation- 
states in the Arab World gathered strength and legitimacy. But all 
those states continued to behave and act as members in an overall 
Arab order, symbolised by the Arab League and its joint Arab 
institutions The Arab World continued to be an indigenous 
region, sharing similar characteristics and development orienta- 
tions, with deep and organic connections and a varying degree of 
cooperation within the framework of inter-Arab organisations, 
led by the annual Arab summit conference which became an 
institution. 

The 1980 Arab summit conference held in Amman ushered in 
and put the foundation for the Arab Development Decade and 
adopted a plan to help the less developed Arab economies. The 
decade of tbe eighties did not bring about real development, h 
was later described as another lost decade in modern Arab 
history. 

The failure of the Arab economic development plan, which was 
approved in Amman at the level of the heads of Arab states 
revealed that some major insurmountable problems and obstacles 
must have been there hindering joint Arab economic cooperation 
and development. Among those problems and obstacles, one can 
identify the following: 

1. The uneven division of human and financial resources. 
Countries with huge oil wealth and low density of population 
preferred to raise the degree of cooperation among themselves 
and lower it with the other financially deprived countries. 

2. The lack of political leadership at the pan- Arab level, after the 
defeat of 1967 at the hands of Israel and the death of Gamal 


Bush to push 
Middle East 
arms control 
at G7 summit 


Abdul Nasser. Since then, and especially following the 
1973/1974 oil boom, the centre of power shifted from Egypt 
Financial power centred east in the Gulf states which could not 
exert any meaningful role of Arab leadership. 

3. The Arab states were governed by three different economic 
and social regimes: One radical and socialist with public sector 
domination, such as Syria and Iraq; another traditional but 
also with public sector domination such as the Gulf states; and 
a liberal third with market economy orientation centred on the 
private sector, such as Jordan and Tunis. Egypt was in a 
transitional period. 

Cooperation in trade became extremely difficult and the Arab 
common market was no more than an empty slogan. Inter-Arab 
trade declined to only 6.5 per cent of total Arab international 
trade. 

For the first time, liberalisation of the Arab economies is 
becoming a unifying force. Practically all Arab countries are now 
in the process of privatisation resorting to market economy. The 
private sector may succeed where flic public sector failed. Private 
sector businessmen wiD no doubt re-discover the virtues of a large 
Arab market and integrated economies. The failure of Arab 
economic cooperation in the last two decades may not be an 
indication of the trend in the near future. 

Cooperation in the Arab Work! may take many forms. Direct 
financial aid may not be toe best way to finance development. 
Arab economists should demonstrate more creativity in proposing 
new forms of cooperation. 

Arabs may for instance bave a central budget financed by all 
Arab countries in proportion to their ability, and allocated to 
finance inter- Arab projects irrespective of location, such as 
communication, housing, transport, food production, etc. 

Project financing is not new, but it may be upgraded as a form 
of flow of Arab capital to feasible economic projects. 


Joint projects and joint ventures were always there, bat only an 
governmental level. The private sector 
bring together toe surpluses of Arab capital, labour, and natural 
resources to the best location to achieve optimum results. 

Custom exemptions, as agreed upon in toe past, proved to be 
counter productive. When exemptions were made, other adminis- 
trative and technical restrictions were imposed, and the votame of 
inter-Arab trade declined instead. . 

The most successful exchange of a productive toor which 
allowed to move almost freely across Arab borders wm labour. 
Human capital moved to toe areas that had surplus capital. Some . 
method should be found to encourage Arab capital- as well, to 
move in toe opposite direction to areas with surplus land and 
labour. Capital is supposed to be more mobde than labour. - 

The nation-state's self interest cannot be ignored. It should only 
demonstrate to dedsion-raakere that Arab cooperation and 
development are not sacrifices, but rather tools in thebest interest 
of all member states. What toe 12 European states discovered in 
toe last three decades should be highlighted as a ftveexample to 
be experimented with and followed, especially when the common 
factorT unifying the Arab World are much stronger than those 

“"Arab eronomic cooperation and development should not be 
mistaken for delinking with the rest of the world. On toe contrary, 
in this age of interdependence and global markets, toe Arabs 
should seek their right place in the global economy. It helps if the 
Arab World dealt with toe external partners as one unit The 
advantages obtained by the Gulf Cooperation Council With the 
European Community were much better than those a single state 
like Qatar could have obtained, but they could be much better if 
the EC were striking an agreement with the whole Arab region; 

Interdependence should not be mixed up with dependency. The 
closure of toe European fortress should work as an incentive for 
the North African countries to look east and seek higher degree of 
Arab integration. 


By Alan Eisner 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — President 
George Bush is anxious to inject 
some momentum into his plan for 
Middle East arms control at next 
week’s summit of seven industrial 
nations, but progress may be li- 
mited because of flaws in the 
proposal, analysts said. 

Mr. Bush unveiled his bluep- 
rint on May 29 after months of 
agonising within his administra- 
tion over what it should contain. 
The final product was praised as a 
step in the right direction, though 
many said it did not go far 
enough. 

The idea was to seize toe mo- 
ment provided by the Gulf war 
victory and to drive home the 
lesson that a nation like Iraq 
should never again be permitted 
to build up the fourth largest 
military machine in the world. 

But Mr. Bush rejected calls 
from Congress for a temporary 
freeze on all arms sales to launch 
the initiative. 

■'President Bush's long-awaited 
Middle East arms control initia- 
tive emerged as an unusually 
vague and contradictory concoc- 
tion,” said Spurgeon Keeny. 
president of the liberal Arms 
Control Association, a Washing- 
ton think-tank. 

Keeny and others immediately 
pointed to the major contradic- 
tion — that Mr. Bush, while 
seeking to limit arms sales to the 
Middle East after the Gulf war. 
felt the need to assure U.S. allies 
that Washington would continue 
to look after their “legitimate 
defence needs." 

The fact that only a day after 
he unveiled the proposals. De- 
fence Secretary Dick Cheney was 


announcing new arms sales to 
Israel underlined this central un- 
answered question — who would 
decide which arms transfer was 
designed to meet “legitimate de- 
fence needs" and which was not? 

Mr. Bush envisaged “supplier 
guidelines” on conventional arms 
exports, barriers to exports that 
contributed to weapons of mass 
destruction, a freeze and later a 
ban on surface-to-surface missiles 
in toe region and a ban on the 
production of nuclear weapons 
material. 

His main focus was to win the 
agreement of the other four 
members of the U.N. Security 
Council's permanent five — the 
Soviet Union. Britain. France 
and China — before extending 
the restraint further to other ma- 
jor arms suppliers. 

Officials from toe “perm five" 
met in Paris this week for a 
preliminary discussion on the in- 
itiative. 

In London. Mr. Bush may find 
that most enthusiasm for his 
proposals comes from summit 
partners among the seven who 
are not in the “perm five” like 
Germany. Japan and Canada. 
They, arguably, have the least to 
lose from the idea. 

But diplomatic sources in Lon- 
don said Britain, as host of the 
summit, was pressing for an arms 
control declaration calling for 
nuclear non-proliferation and res- 
traint in sales of conventional 
arms to the Third World. 

"It is fairly certain there will be 
a declaration of some variety on 
arms control, probably a separate 
declaration issued at [he same 
time as toe political communi- 
que." one source said. 

“The aim is to give a clear, 
strong political signal from the 
G7 leaders of the importance of 
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the subject.” one said. 

British Prime Minister John 
Major has proposed a U.N. regis- 
ter on conventional arms trans- 
fers to unstable regions of toe 
world, a proposal backed by (he 
European Community at last 
month's Luxembourg summit. 

The French officials said this 
week they had qualms about the 
G7 taking the lead on conven- 
tional arms control because they 
feared that Third World expor- 
ters would be left out and the 
U.N. undercut. 

Japan, which does not itself 
export aims though it does sell 
components that can be used in 


weapons, has given notice of its 
intention to table a detailed plan 
that would for the first time re- 
quire nations to report all arms 
sales and imports so that they 
could be ’ internationally moni- 
tored. 

A Canadian official said, after 
recent talks between Prime 
Minister Brian Mulroncy and 
German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl, thar both countries wanted 
to see “adequate decisions" on 
arms control at the summit. 

But China, which will not be 
represented at the London meet- 
ing. has said arms sales limita- 
tions should be linked to Middle 


East peace moves and should end 
military imbalances in the Middle 
East. 

Representative Les Aspin, the 
influential Democrat who ebaire 
the House Armed Services Com- 
mittee, believes the United States 
has a unique opportunity to 
promote Middle East arms con- 
trol but very little time to act on 
it. 

“I do not believe that further 
arms sales can guarantee the 
security of states in the region,' 1 
he said, pointing to the fact that 
over $60 billion in past arms sales 
to Saudi Arabia could not protect 
it against the threat from Iraq. 


At this point, fast dwindli 
postwar idealism comes “ 
against toe hard economic faett 
life. 

The United States acknc 
ledges that foreign sales are nt 
to assure the long-term survi 
of several major programs 
including the Ml Al Abramsti 
and the Blackhawk helicopte 
•French arms sales last year n 
70 per cent of $5.5 billion w 
over 60 per cent going to 

Middle East. - 

Britain also has a large defei 
industry to protect and says wt 
ever is agreed must not prejuc 
its interests. 


Seeing reality in the Middle East 


By James M. Wall 

The following article is reprinted 
from the May 1 issue of the 
Christian Century. 

DESCRIBING HIS intense de- 
sire to convey his vision to others, 
novelist Joseph Conrad wrote of 
his ambition “by the power of toe 
written word to make you hear, 
to make you feel — it is, before 
all. to make you see. That — and 
no more, and it is everything," 
This celebrated passage came to 
mind when I received a letter 
from an evangelical colleague 
lamenting the absence of deep 
faith and offering to set me 
straight regarding the need to 
confront tyranny whenever it 
appears. He contended that I 
have allowed my concern for the 
Esraeli-Palestinian conflict to 
cloud my judgement on Saddam 
Hussein’s brutal invasion of 
Kuwait. Missing from this con- 
cern, he feels, is deep faith's 
certainty about the reality of evil. 

A veteran of toe Vietnam con- 
flict, my critic wanted me to 
remember that not every military 
engagement is automatically 
wrong and not every effort to 
curtail aggression is an act of 


American hegemony. Indeed, he 
argued, an enemy like Saddam 
Hussein is made to order for an 
American military response. If 
Saddam isn't worth a military 
response, who is? If not now, 
when? 

It is good to be reminded that 
too sharp a focus on one set of 
problems can cause nearsighted- 
ness about other problems. The 
issue is. finally, how we “see” a 
reality which is clear to us but 
seemingly ignored by others. 

Which led me to write back 
that my evangelical friend may 
have his own problem of focus. 
He was so concerned to correct a 
short-term, tangible evil that he 
: — along with most Americans — 
was willing to overlook toe way in 
which the U.S. has contributed to 
toe political instability in the Mid- 
dle East. 

I wanted my correspondent to 
consider that while the war we 
fought in the Gulf did “solve” the 
immediate problem of rescuing 
the Kuwaiti people from a brutal 
occupation, it did not solve the 
larger issue of human rights in the 
region. Instead, it created more 
problems, including what is now 
emerging as a tougher stance 
from Israel in dealing with the 


Palestinians. Buoyed by world 
aedaim for its “restraint” in the 
face of Scud attacks, Israel now 
appears further away than ever 
from a negotiated settlement with 
the Palestinians that would 
guarantee Israel’s security and 
remove the burden of military 
occupation from both the Israelis 
and the Palestinians. 

Secretary of State James Baker 
— who, we should not forget, was 
not an ardent advocate of Presi- 
dent Bush’s military policy in the 
Gulf — is currently travelling the 
Middle East circuit in search of 
yet another formula for peace. 
Mr. Baker has the difficult task of 
presenting the U.S. as an honest 
broker in a region where the U.S. 
has just militarily crushed a major 
Arab Muslim state, and our tax 
money has helped support a milit- 
ary occupation for 24 years. He is 
dealing with Israel, which has, 
created a Catch-22 position for 
the Palestinians by refusing to 
talk with anyone remotely related 
to the PLO. even though it knows 
that the PLO is toe only entity the 
Palestinians look to for lead- 
ership. Indeed, after Mr. Baker 
met with a “PLO-approved” 
Palestinian delegation in East 
Jerusalem, its members were im- 


mediately termed unacceptable 
by Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir. 

Much to- the delight of the 
current Israeli government, the 
PLO leadership cast its lot with 
the side doomed to lose the Gulf 
war. That act seemed foolish to 
Western observers, but to Yasser 
Arafat it made good sense. His 
people were obviously delighted 
to see someone stand up to Israel. 
To have resisted this enthusiasm 
would have undermined Arafat's 
stature with his constituency. 
Americans are accustomed to 
their own politicians who insist 
that on a particular issue they 
must go with “my people." But 
this same acceptance was not 
granted to Mr. Arafat. Neverthe- 
less, his stance was politically 
costly outside the region. The 
political gains in world opinion 
which had accrued to the Palesti- 
nian cause from the toree-year- 
old intifada were seriously eroded 
when Mr. Arafat aligned himself 
until Saddam Hussein. Mr. Sha- 
mir is using this development to 
reduce tbe circle of Palestinians 
he is willing to include in any 
conversations. He has said he will 
not allow any Palestinian delega- 
tion. The prime minister is there- 




by dictating what constitutes legi- 
timacy among Palestinians, a 
negotiating technique possible 
only to the side with power. To 
Mr. Shamir, East Jerusalem is 
part of a “unified" city within 
Israel; to permit one of its Arab 
residents to speak as a non-Israeli 
would contradict his version of 
reality. 

The East Jerusalem ban would 
not only eliminate such promin- 
ent Palestinian leaders as Faisal 
Husseini, but it would also repre- 
sent a step backward on Mr. 
Shamir's part. In earlier negotia- 
tions he had acceded to allowing 
a delegation that, through a tor- 
tured set of definitions, would 
have permitted West Bank fi- 
gures “approved" by the PLO to 
participate in toe talks. 

Since he has a solid theological 
education, my. correspondent is 
well aware that systemic evil is 
much harder to eradicate than 
overt evil; the more something is 
institutionalised the more it be- 
comes a part of “reality." Israel's 
occupation of toe West Bank 
Gaza and the Golan Heights is 
demeaning to both sides, but 
American taxpayers who snbsi- 
this occupation are largely 


ignorant of the longstanding II 
involvement in toe politics of 
regjon. The U.S. mumbles ct 
plaints when Israeli housing nu 
ter Ariel Sharon contravenes 
temational law by settling Sm 
Jewish immigrants in the -Vi 
-Bank, but the protest is not 
motely equal to the zeal dtsp& 
in Operation Desert Storm 

When the deaths from th&C 
war and its brutal aftermath-^ 
totalled, up to half, a miUionli 
will have been kist. Left in/; 
backwash is a military OccUpat 
that cries ■ out for greater! 
standing by the American uuv 
an occupation demearnngtob 
Arab and Jew, to 
and the occupier/ 
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The message from Baghdad 
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of ihe major ' Surprises in 
7 v'^feCjBot 1 nonth 5 .was. 1 he enormous 
, J ^impact Saddam. Hussem's policy 
r_.hadcHL tbe-Arab peoples. We wil 
:Ttr^:^?. ^ proyrefe a -few clues 
* . . hthaff ocmta throw, some Tight on 
■ • the’- rhymer and . the reasons. 
Whether that Arab reaction was 
. : ‘ - justified or not with regard to 
! ; ’ international law,- to relations be- 
; ...tween the West and the Middle 
jr ;•"■ to the actual policy of stales 

:r-' ’ add their relationship with their 
-'•V- peoples, the £aa remains that it 
. existed and- any serious historian 
must accept it as it was. And 
explain rtr If he can. 

-What was behind that. re- 
sponse? To confine myself to the 
. . Arab world I would say' simply: a 
unitary sentiment That senti- 
• ment is by no means new. To be 
sure, it was not yesterday but 
rather in 1258 that, overrun by 
the Mongolians, the Arabs lost, 
in the person of the caliph, the 
symbol of political unity thar had ' 
gathered them together in a wide 
brotherhood of Muslims. Yet 
even further back in time, during 
the most glorious era of the caliph 
of Baghdad — that is, before the 
year 1,000 — that political unity 


had been strongly threatened by 
internal dissension, the rise of 
provincial power centres and 
even the installation of rival 
caliphates in Cordoba and Cairo. 

'And yet, from one era lo* 
"anoiher.'ibe Arab World 
nonetheless managed to continue 
living according to its own unitary 
rules which reflected its adher- 
ence to a religion and to the rites 
dictated by that religion. But that 
-unitary spirit also dictated the 
way time was organised in daily 
routine and the Arabs' use of a 
common calendar os well as their 
participation in the same econo- 
mic and cultural system. Behind a 
doomed facade of political unify, 
writings of the period and 
travellers tell how an Arab could 
feel equally at home from Spain 
to Iraq and even, for a rime, in 
central Asia and on the far fringes 
of Iran. 

No doubt a black page in Arab 
history was written with the 
Mongolian invasion, which lent 
strong impetus to Turkey and 
Iran and drove the Arab language 
back into the geographical con- 
fines which it inhabits today. But 
perhaps that invasion also served as 
a catalyst to the Arabs, revealing 
the need to seek unity 


by looking first within themselves 
for what they had most in com- 
mon, beyond the reach of outsid- 
ers: a language, a culture and. 
more generally, a common fount 
of ideas, interests, tastes, memor- 
ies and hopes, to cite Fuslcl dc 
Coulangcs' words on the Arab 
Nation. 

It remains to be answered how 
the recent Iraqi shock wave cre- 
ated such an impact. A tradition- 
al image sets the Arab in the 
desert, a desen that brings to 
mind oil and, most recently, a 
battlefield. But that is to forget 
That Islam was born in the cities, 
Mecca and Medina, that the Fri- 
day prayer and sermon requires, 
the gathering of the community 
and that Muslim civilisation pro- 
vided one of the most extraordin- 
ary occasions for the creation or” 
revival of cities both numerous 
and populous: in the time of its 
splendor; Baghdad housed no 
less that a million souls while 
Paris counted only a few 
thousand. Nor was it alone 
among large Islamic cities: hun- 
dreds of thousands of people dur- 
ing this great age inhabited Cor- 
doba. Cairo. Damascus. Bassora. 
Bukkaru. Samarkand and other 
dries. 


Those dries played a creative 
role in political movements and, 
more generally, in the dissemina- 
tion of ideas. The radio and other 
media have taken up the tradition 
at present, extending it even 
further. The tradition, however, 
is andent. and it reminds us of 
the political and cultural weight 
of the Arab rity. spawning or 
sealing, as it did. the faie and 
ambitions of men. 

Let us dwell, finally, on the 
why and how — and against what 
backdrop — the Arab response to 
Saddam Hussein gathered such 
proportions. The Palestinian 
claim, the quest for a better 
share-out of wealth and the de- 
mand for equal rights for all 
undoubtedly played a part, as has 
been recorded. But the message 
to the Arabs came not just from 
Saddam Hussein and from Iraq 
but — more importantly — from 
Baghdad. In other words, from 
the city that embodied one of the 
greatest trimphs of Islam. Cross- 
roads of the world in the days of 
its splendor. Baghdad saw all the 
finest products that gave rise to 
the fortune and fame of com- 
merce, from Eruope to the Far 
East, puss through its gates. It 
was the centre of that world, 
consuming, redistributing and in- 


deed itself creating a goodly part 
of the age's wealth. Its power, 
wielded by a caliph who 
apparently corresponded regular- 
ly with Charlemagne, ranked 
among the mightiest five in the 
geopolitical arena of the times: 
Arabs, Byzantines. Turks, Indi- 
ans and Chinese. 

Lastly, its culture was univer- 
sal, acting as a melting pot into 
which native or neighbouring 
traditions all cast themselves: 
pre-Muslim Arabia. Pharaonic 
Egypt, Babylonia, Iran — as it- 
self or as a conveyor of Indian 
culture — and finally Greece. 
The Greek manuscripts, trans- 
lated into -Arabic, kindled an 
intense scientific and philosophic 
movement that later, passing by 
way of Spain and Sicily, illumin- 
ated our own Middle Ages. That 
is what Baghdad symbolises to- 
day: the dream of an era when, 
from the heights of a majestic 
city, the Arabs played a vital part 
in the power, wealth and culture 
of the world. 

Mr. MiqueJ is Professor at the 
College de France and the arti- 
cle is reprinted from Label 
France, the magazine of the 
French Ministry for Externa! 
Affairs. 


Jordan’s record faces probe 


{Cootbraed from page 1) 

■the number of Arab state 
reports that will be examined 
during riric session. 

Out of the five state re- 
ports under scrutiny, four 
come from Arab countries. 
Besides Jordan, Sudan. 
Morocco and Iraq will have 
their periodic reports studies 
and commented on. Sudan's 
report was pursued Monday 
and Wednesay and its consid- 
eration was therefore conc- 
luded July 10. 

During the first round of 
(fiscusaons, the Sudanese de- 
. legation, headed by State 
. Minister Abdul Sarnie Omer, 
pleaded the argument that 
the situation in the north and 
- the rebellion in the south 
have prevented his country 
-from meeting its treaty 
obligations. He was frank 
and direct in admitting that 
Sudan is 'nowhere near to 
adhering to die terms and 
piovisz 0 ns.of the XnteniatioiK 
.al Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights. In the 
. "'second round of discussions 
-and in the wake of the ex- 
. -:|reme criticism that Sudan's 
’• , criminal code Iras drawn from 
/the members of die commit- 
tee. be switched to the argu- 
ment that in Sudan the Holy 


Koran is above ail laws and 
treaties and that his govern- 
ment is obligated to give 
priority to the tenets of Islam 
in legislating on any sphere of 
life in Sudan. He also staled 
that his country does not feel 
obligated to copy the princi- 
ples and guidelines of the 
Western nations that colo- 
nised the countries of Africa 
for so long. He also pointed 
out that to be faithful to 
Islam the country needs to 
translate the Islamic ways 
into every walk of life since 
Islam is a complete religion 
and a way of life and a way to 
govern and be governed. 

Morocco objected for the 
presence of French and other 
TV networks to cover the 
examination of its report. 
Although the meeting of the 
committee is pnblic, the 
Moroccan ambassador to the 
U.N. office in Geneva ob- 
jected to the wide publicity 
being given to his country's 
report and asserted that that 
would interfere with the pre- 
sentation of the report. The 
press and T.V. are interested 
in the Moroccan case after 
tiie publicity against Morocco 
generated by recent books on 
tiie human rights situation in 
that country. 


Iraq agrees to provide nuclear list 


{Con tinned front page 1) 

programme. Iraq said ii omitted 
the information for reasons of 
national security. 

Iraq insisted Saturday it was 
engaged only in peaceful nudear 
research and vowed President 
Saddam Hussein would not be 
bounced out of power. 

Foreign Minister Ahmad Hus- 
sein Khudayer, in a statement 
carried by Iraq's state-run news- 
papers, accused Washington of 
mixing political motives, such as 
toppling President Saddam, with 
humanitarian issues and causing 
the Iraqi people to suffer. 

“To destroy Iraq’s nuclear faci- 
lities which are all devoted to 
peaceful and sdentific purposes is 
one objective of the American- 
Atlantic (Gulf war alliance) 
aggression to fulfil Israeli plans,” 
he said. 

“U.S. President Geoge Bush is 
acting on behalf of Israel to fulfil 
the needs of international Son- 
ism,” he said. 

He said Israel had nuclear aims 
mid, unlike Iraq, had not signed 
the nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty and yet Washington did 
nothing. 

Some diplomats in Baghdad 
draw a link between the nuclear 
row, a U.N. blockade and an 
oft-stated U.S. and British desire 


Egypt to lift curbs on Gazans 
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(Continued from page 1) 

said last week that the panel 
was exerting efforts to ensure 
that those Gazans who want 
to come to Jordan are 
accepted by the Kingdom. 

Interior Minister Jawdat 
Sboul said Saturday the gov- 
ernment has' not been 
. approached in connection 
with tins issue and the cabinet 
has not discussed the subject 
of Gazans’ entry or transit- 
through Jordanian territory - 

At the same time, Mr. 
Sboul said: “The issue does 
hot concern the Jordanian 
Interior Ministry or the 
Jordanian government alone. 


It is a question that has to be 
dealt with at a pan-Arab 
level.” 

Mr. Sboul said Jordan was 
indeed aware of the problem 
of people facing expulsion 
from Kuwait in the aftermath 
of the Gulf war. 

“Jordan will receive all 
those who possess Jordanian 
passports, including West 
Bank residents who carry 
temporary Jordanian pass- 
ports,” Mr. Sboul said. “We 
will facilitate the return to the 
West Bank of the temporary 
passport holders and extend 
help wherever possible,” he 
added. 

On the question of Gazans, 


he said, “we have not been 
approached by anyone oyer 
this issue." 

“When Jordan is formally 
approached with any request 
for help, then we will consid- 
er it, in line with the pan- 
Arab national positions that 
the Kingdom has always 
adopted and advocated and 
within the limitations im- 
posed by its resources," he 
said. 

Highly informed sources 
said that Jordan will not 
allow itself to be singled out 
to shoulder the responsibility 
of the Gazans while other 
Arab countries which have 
much larger resources were 
turning a deaf ear to the 
problem. 


to see President Saddam removed 
from power. 

“It may be regarded as a sort of 
pressure to do something here. 
Probably to change Saddam Hus- 
sein," one said. 

Mr. Khudayer described the 
Iraqi people as being wedded to 
President Saddam. “Saddam 
Hussein is Iraq and Iraq is Sad- 
dam Hussein,” he said, adding 
that the Iraqi people were de- 
voted to their leader. 

Earlier Saturday, Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak warned 
President Saddam of a possible 
military strike by the anti-Iraq 
allies unless Iraq reveals details of 
its undear programmes. 

Presidential spokesman 
Mohammad Abdul Moneim said 
Mr. Mubarak sent the message to 
President Saddam through a 
third, unidentified party. 

Mr. Abdul Moneim said the 
message pointed out to “the dan- 
ger of (Iraq's) present position, 
which might lead the Iraqi people 
to the possibility of another 
attack by allied forces that could 
destroy some strategic targets in- 
side Iraq.” 

Mr. Mubarak said such an 
attack “could happen because of 
Iraq's rejection of international 
calls to allow investigation of its 
nuclear facilities,” Mr. Abdul 
Moneim said. 

“In his message, President 
Hosni Mubarak asked President 
Saddam Hussein to study tiie 
present Iraqi position and consid- 
er it property.” 

Libyan leader Muammar 


Oadhafi has warned Turkish 
President Turgut Ozal that any 
attack on Iraq from Turkish terri- 
tory would “blow up” relations 
between their countries, Libyan 
television said Friday. 

In a message to Mr. Ozal 
quoted by Libyan Television and 
monitored by the British Broad- 
casting Corporation. Colonel 
Oadhafi said the West wanted 
Turkey to be an accessory to a 
“terrorist policy” designed to 
subjugate Arab peoples to a grea- 
ter Israel. 


Saudis 
locate 
‘black box’ 

(Continued from page 1) 

“AH the bodies which have 
been found have been buried, 
each body in its separate grave,” 
said Nigerian Consul G.O. 
Akarabi. 

The funerals were supervised 
by Mr. Akambi; Haj Mohammad 
Bashar, the leader of tiie official 
Nigerian pilgrims delegation; 
Nigerian Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Ibrahim Ben Dada; Saudi 
Minister of the Haj Abdul Wahab 
Abdul Wasei, and Hamid Al 
Gadid, secretary-general of the 
Organisation of Islamic Confer- 
ence (OIC). 

The exact number of victims 
still remained unclear. 


Syria to reply to U.S. soon 


(Continued from page 1) 
There has been no announce- 
ment yet of a formal Syrian re- 
sponse to the Bush letter. 

Israel rejects a role for the 
United Nations, which Syria has 
insisted is necessary. 

The Jewish state also has in- 
sisted that the conference meet 
just once, then break up into 
bilateral negotiations that could 
lead to separate peace treaties. 
Syria has said it wants a con- 


tinuing role for the conferees. 

A Syrian response seen as posi- 
tive could bring' Mr. Baker back 
to the region to mediate further. 

Mr. Salman also said Syria 
expected the international com- 
munity to ‘'use one standard 
while dealing with U.N. resolu- 
tions.” 

He added: “Israel should be 
treated the same as Saddam Hus- 
sein when he rejected the U.N. 
resolutions.” 


U.S. congressman acts 
to save Iraqi children 


By Jehan Abdel Gawad 
USJ A 

WASHINGTON — ' The chil- 
dren of Iraq are in peril — not 
from bombs or bullets, but from 
the effects of malnutrition and 
disease." said Congressman Tim 
Penny f Democrat of Minnesota), 
a member of the House Select 
Committee on Hunger. 

Maintaining that the Iraqi 
health crisis warrants quick action 
on the part of the United Na- 
tions, Penny is spearheading a 
drive to make frozen Iraqi funds 
available to UNICEF for urgent 
relief efforts inside Iraq. 

Penny and physicians from the 
Arab American Medical Associa- 
tion (AAMA) joined the Amer- 
ican Arab Anti-Discrimination 
Committee's (.ADC) press con- 
ference on the Iraqi health care 
i crisis at the National Press Club 
on July 10. 

According to Dr. A.J. Al 
Hani, member of an AAMA 
delegation that travelled recently 
to Iraq, the infrastructure of that 
country is so devastated that 
modern health care has all but 
disappeared. 

The 15-phvsician delegation 
from the AAMA and several 
German physicians from the In- 
ternational Physicians for the 
Prevention of Nuclear War 
(TPPNW) visited nine Iraqi cities 
— “unescorted and without res- 
trictions' — to assess the impact 
that the war and civil uprisings 
have had on health care condi- 
tions, Dr. Al Hani said. 

Because few generators are 
working and treatment plants sir 
idle, “raw sewage pours into 
streets spreading dysentery, 
cholera, typhoid and other infec- 
tious diseases." Al Hani said. 
There is virtually no way to run 
basic medical equipment like re- 
frigerators that store blood and 


medicine or incubators for prem- 
ature babies, the delegation 
members told reporters. 

A Harvard University medical 
learn estimated — “conservative- 
ly.” in Mr. Al Haiti's opinion — 
that by the end of the summer. 
170,000 children will die of mal- 
nutrition. in addition to the 
approximately 55.000 who have 
already died this year. 

Food is not scarce, bur expen- 
sive, according to the delegation 
members. The price of milk has 
skyrocketed to between S50 and 
75 per can. they reported, adding 
that in some cities the premature 
infant mortality rate has reached 
100 per cent. 

Responding to this crisis. Mr. 
Penny has proposed a House 
resolution that calls on the Un- 
ited Nations to release a portion 
of Iraq's Frozen assets to UN- 
ICEF for the "sole purpose of 
providing medical and humanita- 
rian assistance to Iraq citizens.” 

Senator Christopher Dodd 
( Democrat of Connecticut) plans 
to propose a similar but broader 
resolution in the Senate. This 
non-binding resolution which is 
still being drafted, would include 
more non-governmental orga- 
nisations in the relief effort. 

Both resolutions stipulate that 
the Iraqi government must accept 
U.N. oversight and control of the 
programme. This would, in 
effect, "put Saddam Hussein on 
the spot." said Mr. Penny. The 
Iraqi leader wants the assets un- 
frozen without any restrictions on 
distribution, but that would be 
unacceptable to the international 
community. “If Saddam chose 
not to comply with a U.N. resolu- 
tion. he would look very bad.” 
the congressman said. 

Acknowledged that exact fi- 
gures are not available. Mr. Pen- 


ny noted that an estimate 
million belonging r.q frag 'are 
frozen in the United gpd 
an additional So bill ion 8f e frgzija 
in Europe. The relief effef? 
require the release of $§QQ mb 
lion. Mr. Penny said, 

According to Glenda Ken- 
dnek a legislative assistant in 
Mr. Penny s office, the resolution 
is primarily a discussion piggg, 11 ' 
since the means for providing &<§ 
assistance are “outside Ihf buf; 
view of Congress.” During ffcg 
press conference, Mr. Penny lell 
reporters that his resolution de#§ 
not require congressional && 
sage, because its purpose is fo 
show support for U.N. interven- 
tion and to encourage swift action 
on the pan of that organisation, 

Mr. Penny and the AAMA 
have requested a House Foreign 
Affairs Committee hearing on fng 
resolution before the start of the 
congressional August r66Sji§: 
According to Mr. Penny's offjg£- 
a separate, soon-to-be-relcBg&i 
U.N'. report will confirm the 
AAMA's findings and will en- 
courage similar action. 

All of the delegation members 
were critical of the lack of “big 
press" coverage of the current 
situation inside Iraq. Mr. Penny 
indicated that the dearth of re- 
ports on the Iraqi children's 
plight could be responsible for 
the lack of congressional end 
U.N. action. 

Mr. Penny said there is “no 
doubt" that if Americans knew 
the gravity of the situation In 
Iraq, their outpouring of compas- 
sion would have lessened the 
response time between the onset 
of the health crisis and action on 
the part of international organisa- 
tions. 

“Now that the war is over, the 
dying must stop,” Mr. Penny 
said. 
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THE FABULOUS “SUPER 
SONIC ” BAND IS ONCE 
AGAIN PERFORMING AT 
AL RABABA NIGHTCLUB 
WHERE THE BEST 
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT IN 
TOWN CONTINUES 
NIGHTLY UNTIL 2:00 am. 
DANCE THE NIGHT 
AWAY AND MOVE TO 
THE BEAT WITH THE 
NEWLY ARRIVED POLISH 
GROUP. 

FOR MORE INFORMA- 
TION . PLEASE CALL 
AMMAN MARRIOTT 
HOTEL AT 660100 EXT. 
2001 . 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THEREUABLE 



packing, air "freight 

FORWARDING, DOOR-Io 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DEU VERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR A SONS 

TEL. 9CM676 604696 



Many villas and apartments! 
are available for rent and 
sale - furnished or unfur-| 
nished. 

Also many lots of land are 
available for sale. 

[For further details, please) 
-- call 

lAbdoun Real! 



ITeL 810605, 810809, 
ax: 810520. 
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^Chinese R&ctaunnt 

i^C^;;Me}Amman. near 
-. ANijyah Girls School 


Cj^daffyl2:00‘3:30 
- p.m. 

7.00 -Midnight 





Amman's 
'exclusive gift shop 

Italian shoes, 
leather goods, 
perfumes , lighters , 
watches, pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, 
crystalware etc. 

ShmeisBfii - Grindlays Bank Bldg. 
Tel. 669 457 

/ CHEN'S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbcque tor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: >18214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

< 6:30 -Midnight > 


STUDIO HAIG 


Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Services 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
stem 30% liijt r 

* Frmm palmra** 
20 x 30 


Shmetsani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


RENT 

Saudi Real Estate 



fi 


Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. 

CALL SOHA 
Rental Dept 687821/22 


CROWN 
INT’L EST. 

Packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

Air, Sea and Land 
Agsms on wr the world 

Tel: 664090 
Fax: 690852 
>.O.Box 926467 Amnu 



/ STEAK HC 
y ' The best steak 
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Daily tours arranged on request to 
the following places: 

PETRA, JERASB 
DEAD SEA 

For further Information 
please call us: 
614272 
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Special Chinese Foods 
SkHted Ctinese Chefs 
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Wad Saqra Road 
near ProiadOptua Holm 
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Australia 
Insurance Services 


A Unique Australian Experience 
in Jordan. 


AU Types Of Insurance: 

• MOTTO • MEDICAL 

•HOUSEHOLD •CARGO 

•FIRE • TRAVEL COUPON 

•PERSONAL ACCIDENT • ENGINEERING 


Jabai Amman = First Circle 
Tel: 610948 Fax: 612948 
Tlx: 27644 AUSTI JO. 


The First Class Hotel ih 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IIAKOTEL 

,|JLSI|I|IS 


Amman -Tel 668193 
P.0. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 
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Johnson, Regis confirm they 
will be the ones to beat in Tokyo 


LONDON (Agencies) — 
Michael Johnson and John Regis 
confirmed they will be the men to 
beat in the Tokyo World Cham- 
pionships 200 metres with mag- 
nificent performances at the Lon- 
don Grand .Prix Athletics meeting 
Friday. 

Johnson stepped np a distance 
to defeat Olympic 100 metres 
gold medallist' Steve Lewis and 
European champion Roger Black 
while Regis hold off world 100 
metres record holder Leroy Bur- 
rell to win the 200. 

American Johnson, unbeaten 
since April 1990 and fastest in the 
world this year over both the 200 
and 400, came powerfully off the 
final bend with his distinctive 
high-stepping style to win in 44.36 
seconds. 

He was followed by Black and 
Lewis in 45.14 and 45.23 seconds 
respectively, with American 
champion Antonio Pettigrew 
fourth. 

Johnson has opted to run the 
200 only in Tokyo next month 
when he will come up against 
Britain's European champion 
Regis. 

The powerful Briton led into 
the straight with Burrell chasing 
hard, holding on to win in 20.10 
seconds with the American 0.03 
of a second behind in second 
place. 


Johnson said he had chosen the 
200 over the 100 in Tokyo be- 
cause he believed it was his best 
distance. 

"Everything I'm doing now is 
geared to winning the world 
championships,” he said. 

“But I'm starting to like the 
100 a lot. 

“Every time I line up for a400 
it’s a challenge and when I come 
out with a victory or a good time 
F m happy with that.” 

Black, whose strong showing 
against the traditionally-powerful 
Americans was one of die more 
significant performances of the 
evening, said:'* For me, it was a 
very pleasing race. 

“It was a test of my character 
tonight. 

“It's greast to beat people like 
Steve Lewis and Antonio Pettig- 
rew.” 

Burrell, who aims for the sprint 
double in Tokyo, was outwardly 
unworried about losing to Regis. 

“I'm still learning the 200, it’s 
just a matter of time,” he said. 

The American, who smashed 
compatriot Carl Lewis’s 100 
metres record last month, added 
that Regis would be tough com- 
petition in Tokyo but Johnson 
remained the man to beat. 

Despite being handicapped by 
a cool evening and an unpredict- 
able wind, the sprinters provided 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 

Egypt beats Chad 5-1 in African Cup 

CAIRO (AP) — Hossam Hassan and Ahmad Ramzy scored two 
goals each to lead Egypt to a 5-1 victory over Chad in the 
qualification round for next year’s African Nations Cup Soccer 
’Tournament in Senegal. The win puts Egypt in a commanding 
position for the 1992 tournament. The Egyptians share the group 
lead with Tunisia at four points each. They play in Cairo on July 
26. and a draw would give Egypt the group's championship berth. 
Tunisia needs a victory to qualify. On Friday night. Chad scored 
first with an ISth-minute goal by striker Samba Tou re. Hassan 
tied it in the 35th minute to go out at halftime even at 1-1. But the 
home team put the game away with three goals in a three-minute 
stretch of the second half. Ramzy scored in the 12th minute, then 
Hossam Hassan in the 13th and Ramzy again in the 14th. Haiti 
Ramzy, no relation to Ahmad, put the game away 20 minutes 
later with an insurance goal. 

Civil war breaks out at chess tournament 

CAORLE. Italy ( R) — The civilised warfare of chess gave way to 
the real thing this week when grandmasters from the rival 
Yugoslav republics Serbia and Croatia came to blows during an 
Italian tournament, police said Friday. The fight between 
Croatian master Menad Sulava and Velibor Zirkovic of Serbia 
broke out at their hotel bar during a tournament in this seaside 
resort near Venice. Two or three other Yugoslavs were soon 
drawn into the fierce bottle-throwing brawl, forcing the hotel to 
call in paramilitary forces to separate them. Zirkovic was taken to 
hospital with a cut on his hand but police brought no charges. 
Neither of the Yugoslavs could be reached for comment Friday. 

Liverpool signs Mark Wright 

- LONDON (R) — Liverpool manager Graham Sou ness has signed 
England international Mark Wright and made a record-breaking 
bid for his Derby team mate Dean Saunders. Wright, who signed 
a five-year contract Friday night for £2.2 million (S3.5 million), 
was the first signing by Souness since he arrived at Anfield in 
April. The defender will be a key part of the dub's European 
campaign next season. Liverpool, with 11 non-English first team 
squad players, will only be allowed four foreigners in the UEFA 
Cup. “I tried to sign him in my previous job with Rangers,” 
Souness said. “He is a commanding centre-half and I just hope he 
shows the form I have seen him produce for Derby and England.” 
Souness, who became manager in February after Kenny Dalg- 
lish's surprise resignation, said later he had also offered £2.9 
million (S4.6 million) for Saunders. The Welsh striker was put on 
the transfer list by his relegated dub after last season. 

Spanish clubs allowed 4 foreigners 

MADRID (R) — Spanish first division clubs can have four 
foreign players from next season but only three wilt be allowed on 
the pitch at once, Spanish Football Federation offidals said 
Saturday. The fourth foreigner will only be able to substitute 
another non-Spanish player. Clubs were allowed three “imports” 
previously. 
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SEEING IS BELIEVING 


North-South vulnerable. North 
deals. 

NORTH 

* 7 4 
"KQJ6 

0 Q 9 

* K 10 7 6 4 

WEST EAST 

4KQ2 * J63 

■ A 9 8 5 4 : 10 7 3 2 

v 7 6 v IO 4 

0983 + A J 5 2 

SOUTH 

* A IO 9 8 5 
Void 

•>AKJ8532 

* Q 

The bidding: 

North East South West 

Pass Pass I v I T 

2 * Pass 2 * Pass 

3 NT Pass 4 <T Pass 

Pass! Pass 

Opening lead: Four of -7 
In the’ course of a combined 150 
years of bridge, we have come across 
many strange hands. Few, however, 
equal this example from a national . 
pair championship some years ago. 
We don't know what North was 
t h i nkin g about when be accidentally 
passed South’s four-heart cue-bid. 
What crossed South's mind when be 
found himself declaring four hearts 
without a single trump is not fit to 
print. 

West led a low heart. North’s jack 


won and there was general hilarity 
at the table when South discarded a 
spade. East ducked when a^low dub 
was led from the table (after aU. his 
ace couldn't get ruffed away) and 
declarer's queen won. The queen 
and king of diamonds were cashed, 
and then came the ace. 

West did not know that East was 
out of diamonds and elected to ruff 
tow. Instead of ove miffing, declarer 
discarded one of dummy's spades. 
For some unknown reason (perhaps 
the moon was foil) West decided it 
was imperative to draw trumps and 
led the ace of hearts and another. 
Dummy 's que en won and the king of 
trumps drew the remaining enemy 
■fangs- 

Declarer.' who had discarded 
spades on all the l rumps, was now 
down to nothing but the ace of 
spades and good diamonds. Since 
there was still a spade on the table, 
deciarerwas able to make the rest of 
the tricks and bring borne his con- 
tract with an overtrick. 

That was a top score. The other 
North-South pairs played in either 
four spades, making 10 tricks, or 
five diamonds, limiting 1 1 tricks 
when West foiled to lead a trump. A 
few got to slam, going down. Did 
East-West have a justifiable beef, or 
should they have been a bit more 
careful with their defense? 


the high spots of a sell-out meet- 
ing. 

Britain's European champion 
Linford Christie just pipped com- 
patriot Michael Rosswess to win 
the 100 metres in a photo finish. 
Both men clocked 10.29 seconds. 

The Olympic silver medallist 
trailed until the final strides and 
might well have lost if Rosswess 
had not glanced across near the 
line and lost a fraction of a 
second. 

Katrin Kxabbe, the European 
women’s champion, edged fellow 
German Heike Drechsler to win 
the 100 metres and Jamaican 
Merlene Ottey made no contest 
of the women’s 200. 

Drechsler went on to win the 
women's long jump ahead of 
Briton Fiona May while Czechos- 
lavak Jan Zelezny handed Bri- 
tain’s Steve Backley a rare defeat 
in the men’s javelin. 

Zelezny threw 89.86 metres 
with his first attempt while Back- 
ley, returning to competition af- 
ter a fortnight's injury layoff, was 
second with 88.01. 

Ottey extended her 200-metre 
winning streak to 36 races Friday, 
sprinting the distance in 22.24 
seconds to defeat Germany's Grit 
Breuer by nearly eight-tenths of a 
second. 

Ottey’s time,, a British record, 
stood out in a meet marked by 


slower times than those posted 
in Lausanne. Switzerland, two 
days earlier. 

Ottey. 31, queen of women’s 
sprinting since Florence Griffith- 
Joyner dominated the 1988 Seoul 
Olympics and then ignickly- re- 
tired. also holds a 52-race win- 
ning streak in the 100 metres. 

The Jamaican said she is ready 
for a pair of sprinting tides at the 
World Championships next 
month in Tokyo. 

“I would like two gold medals. 
If I do not get them, I will accept 
it. but I am not looking at any- 
thing less,” she said. 

American Sandra Farraer- 
Fa trick won the women's 400- 
metre hurdles, but her time of 
54.68 seconds was more than a 
second slower than in Lausanne - 
another world best this year. 

Mary Decker Slaney, trying to 
make a comeback from a string of 
injuries, led until the final 200 
metres of the women’s 2,000 
metres but was overwhelmed by 
Britain’s Yuonne Murray. 

Slaney finished in 5 minutes, 
38.95 seconds — 31* seconds be- 
hind Murray — but said she was 
pleaded with second place. 

“I think I was competitive, 
which is about all I can hope for 
at this point,” said Slaney. who 
once dominated the middle difr- 
tance. 


Possessive Dancer wins 
unusual Oaks double 


DUBLIN (R) — Possessive Dan- 
cer completed a highly unusual 
classic double Saturday, landing 
the Irish Oaks after her Italian 
Oaks triumph. 

The unbeaten filly, an 8-1 shot 
ridden by American Steve Cauth- 
en, won a hard-fought last fur- 
long battle -with the 7-4 favourite 
Jet Ski Lady. Eileen Jenny was 
third at 12-1. 

It was not the Oaks double that 
most had expected. Jet Ski Lady, 
the effortless 50-1 winner of the 
Epsom Oaks, was strongly fan- 
cied to complete a double classic 
victory. 

She and Jockey Christy Roche 
hit the front as the 10-horse field 
swung into the straight and it 
looked as if the stamina of this 
daughter of Vaguely Noble would 
come strongly into play. 

But Cauthen moved ominously 
up on the outside in the final 
furlong on the British-trained 
Possessive Dancer who veered in 


slightly toward the rails but did 
not interfere with the runner-up. 

Jet Ski Lady battled hard, re- 
fusing to give up all the way to the 
line, but Possessive Dancer, win- 
ner of two handicaps at Kempton 
as well as the Italian Oaks at San 
Siro this season, ran out the 
winner by half a length. 

Big disappointment of the race 
was the well fancied English chal- 
lenger Third Watch, an impress- 
ive Ribblesdale Stakes winner at 
Royal Ascot but never a threat 
Saturday. 

Jet Ski Lady and her stable 
companion Trescalini disputed 
the lead throughout the first mile 
(1.6 kilometres) of the 1-16 mile 
(2.1 kilometres) race. 

The more fancied Jim Bolger 
filly them took control only to be 
worn down by Possessive Dancer, 
a daughter of Shareef Dancer 
bred in Ireland by former Irish 
champion jockey Walter Swin- 
bum. 


Lemond gets back yellow 
jersey in Tour de France 


ALENCON, France (R) — Greg 
Lemond seized back the leader's 
yellow jersey in the Tour de 
France Saturday in an individual 
time trial which saw several 
favourites drop out of contention. 

The American placed second, 
just eight seconds behind winner 
Miguel Indnrain of Spain, in the 
73-kilometre, race-against-the- 
clock eighth stage from Argentan 
in Normandy. 


The superb finish enabled 
Lemond to grab the lead which 
had seemed destined for Dutch 
rival Eric Breukink. 

Time-trial specialist Breukink. 
who started the day only seven 
seconds behind triple tour winner 
Lemond, started two minutes be- 
fore the American and opened up 
a gap of 26 seconds with 21 
kilometres to jto. 


Peanuts 


I WONDER IF I 
TAKE THIS 6AM6 
TOO SERIOUSLY.. 


Andy Capp 


Mansell takes pole 


SILVERSTONE, England (R) 
— Nigel Mansell delighted his 
huge" home following Saturday 
when he claimed pole position, 
his first of the season, for Sun- 
day's British Grand Prix. 

Mansell was forced to produce 
a great lap of one minute 20.939 
seconds in his Williams late in the 
session following a stunning ear- 
lier lap by world champion Ayr- 
| ton Senna. 

The Brazilian finished second 
fastest in his McLaren witb 
1:21.618, ahead of Mansell's 
team mate Rkcardo Patrese of 
Italy, who clocked 1:22.109. 

Patrese, first in qualifying for 
the last three races, shares the 
second row with Austrian 
Gerhard Berger in the second 
McLaren. 

Alain Frost was fifth quickest, 
narrowly ahead of Ferrari team 
mate and fellow Frenchman Jean 
Alesi. 

It was Mansell’s first pole posi- 
tion since last year’s Portuguese 
Grand Prix at Estoril, arriving 
just six days after be overhauled 
Stirling Moss as the Englishman 


with most Grand Prix victories of 
winning in France. 

Back-to-back victories by Man- 
sell would boost his chances of 
making a serious challenge to 
Senna for this year’s drivers' 
crown. 

Mansell said it was a very 
special moment for him. “The 
crowd was fantastic on the’ slow- 
ing down lap and I had to tell 
myself this was not the race,” he 
said. 

“I only made one slip and that 
was when I was just one inch 
off-line at 160 mph (256 kph)' 
and just dipped the kerb. I knew 
it was going to be tough but the 
car was right. 

“I was quite surprised 1 went as 
quick as l did. It was very special. 
We have got a problem with the 
tyres because we have got a bit of 
wear and blistering, but we shall 
sort that out for the race. 

“The new Silverstone track has 
thrown up a lot of new parameters 
and it is going to be tough on the 
drivers. I’ve got a lot of braises 
and there won't be a driver at the 
finish who hasn’t got aches or 
pains.” 


Bruguera , Sanchez reach 
Swiss open tennis final 


GSTAAD. Switzerland (R) — 
Sergi Bruguera and Emilio San- 
chez set up an aJi-Spanish final in 
the 1350,000 Swiss Open Satur- 
day. 

Top seed Bruguera. the losing 
finalist last year, gave himself 
another crack at the title by de- 
feating Yugoslav fourth seed 
Goran Ivanisevic 6-1, 7-5 in the 
first semifinal. 

Fifth seed Sanchez, like Bro- 
gue ra a Catalan, took less than an 
hour to beat Czechoslovak Karel 
Novacek 6-2, 6-1. 

Bruguera. who rarely moved 
off the baseline during last year's 
tournament. -changed his tactics 
this time round with a sparkling 
display of attacking tennis. 

He raced through the first set 
in 29 minutes but then slowed as 
the big-serving Yugoslav rallied 
strongly in the second, leading 


4-1 at one stage with a string of 
aces. 

Bruguera said he had strained 
stomach muscles and was in con- 
siderable pain when he served, 
forcing him to rely more on 
ground strokes. “I am taking treat- 
ment for it and certainly intend to 
play tomorrow,” he said. 

Sanchez had few problems 
against seventh seed Novacek, 
who seemed to have reached his 
peak in eliminating German 
Wimbledon champion Michael 
Stich 6-3, 64 in a rain-interrupted 
quarterfinal Saturday morning. 

The German second seed was 
trailing 6-3, 5-4 and about to 
serve to stay in the match when 
rain washed out Friday’s play. 

Stkh’s booming' first service 
failed him when play resumed, 
though he saved one match point 
at 0-40. 


Greece wins gold in soccer 
to wrap up Med Games 


ATHENS (AP) — Greece beat 
traditional rival Turkey 3-1 in 
soccer Friday to wrap up the 11th 
Mediterranean Games. 

Italy swept the two-week 
games, taking home 67 gold, 49 
silver and 52 bronze medals. It 
was followed by France with 48 
gold and Turkey with 23. 

More than 70,000 fans roared 
and cheered at the Athens Olym- 
pic Stadium after Greece beat 
Turkey. 

Hundreds of baton-wielding 
riot police ringed the stadium to 
protect the Turkish team, which 
was jeered and pelted with rocks 
and coins throughout the game. 

The crowd chanted “Turkey 
get out of Cypres” and “Cyprus is 


Greek” during the game, a re- 
ferrence to the divided eastern 
Mediterranean island. 

Turkish troops invaded and 
occupied the northern part of the 
island in 1974 after an Athens- 
backed coup by Greek Cypriot 
supporters of union with Greece. 

There has been strong anti- 
Turkish sentiment throughout the 
games, with Greek crowds reg- 
ularly jeering its teams. 

• Turkey also suffered the loss of 
five gold medals and one bronze 
after two of its weightlifters 
tested positive for banned subst- 
ances. 

Few big name athletes* 
attended the games, which began 
on June 28. 
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FORECAST FOR SUNDAY JULY 14, 1991 
By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carrol I Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Sys- 
tematically plan your day so that 
you can get rid of a multitude of 
chores around the bouse that re- 
ntaiu from past weeks of prepara- 
tions and yesterdays celebrations. 
Be adroit. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Your own residence is die best 
place for you to focus your ener- 
gies and its best that you do hold 
steady to what your own dan like 
best. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Go 
off to the studies that can help you- 
the most and get the benefit of a 
renewal of yourself in the right 
action and fine conversation. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A 
day to enlarge your realisation and 
ft> n yiniL<mg« of abun rianen so you 
can let in more of the practical 
benefits you so much need and 
desire. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Make sure you think out 
eariy just what you do want out of 
life, jot down and moke notations 
and then go after such with steady 
progress. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) This is 
your day to quietly study all avail- 
able means of right living so you 
can inculcate yourself deeply witb 
eternal truths to advance yon spir- 
itually. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Friends can help you get ahead 
now so be sure you get in touch 
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with them and adroitly suggest to 
diem how they can be able to aid 
you get ahead. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) A day to do whatever you can 
in the world of outside activity that 
caif bring you the good will and 
favour of those who are-io proaun- ‘ 
ent position. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) So many good ideas can be 
yours by contacting experienced 
individuals who have the know 
how that you would be wise to let 
go of the past and seek new in- 
spiration. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You need to.quieQy 
rely upon your deepest intuitive 
perception now to get the answers 
for which you have been searching ; 
and you gain knowledge. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) This is the day for you 
to make sure you do everything in 
your power to go along with whar 
your partner? would Ihte you to do 
for success. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) This is the time to make 
sure you do handle all tasks facing - 
you in such a manner that you 
serve others as wed as do them 
most efficiently. 

PISCES: (February 20 .to March 
20) A day to have a wonderful time 
at enlertainineaEs and amusements 
that appeal to you after you have 
first decided how to puiacross 
usual duties. 
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“My boss tried to sharpen my mind 
...by stuffing it into the 
pencil sharpener!" 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
• by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to foim 
four OKSnay words. 


NOLFE 


RYTAR 


CILOPY 


PRUMAK 




MANAGES TO &ET 
SOMEWHERE BY , 
•WINF'ANF "PULL. 


Now arrange the dieted letters to 
form the surprise answer, aa sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


L3LXXJJ 

(Answers Monday) 

Yesterday s | Jurnbtes: IVORY WEIGH MISLAY IMPUGN 

1 Answer That pathotagtad jjartefejhg truth only when 


AREN'T MOVING 


THE Daily Crossword by 


Fred Toole 


ACROSS 
t Numbers expert 
4 Exposed 
9 Skeppist's 
concern 

12 “Crowning 
giory" 

13 Papal vestment 

14 Stuff for sheep's 
CJottwng’ 

15 Encourage 

16 House toft 

17 Caravansaries 

18 Thin wood strip 

19 Vane letters 

20 Capacities 
22 Show off 

ostentatiously . 

24 Purloin 
26 Sub — (secretly] 
28 Lamb stew 
32 To e xplain 
35 The ttwig at 
hand 

37 Top-notch 

38 Stead 

39 Look intently 

40 Br. ramcoets tor 
shon 

41 Nobleman 

42 Excavations 
<13 Metal tag 
<4 Seethe 

46 Leg bones' 

48 Small bay 
50 Palhd 
54 Of sea power 
56 Balderdash 

•58 Naked 

59 Caesar's city 

60 Likeness 
62— Knievaf 

63 Uniform 

64 Consumer 
advocate 

65 Iranian money 

66 Skillet 

67 Unripe 

68 TVs Koppel 

DOWN 

1 Conspiratorial 
group 

2 Famous 
sculpture 

3 PanofG & s 

4 Brags 


!■■ mmhhm 
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5 BA word 

6 Prices 

7 Yale man 
6 Lessen 

9 Skeletal part 

10 Ages 

11 City railroads 

12 Moiety 

14PartofQ&s 

2T Rowing hem 
23 Negative 

25 Craving 
Z7 Raiment 

29 Anthracite 

30 In the past 

31 Tryout 

32 Fr. aits 

33 Geonr 6ne 

34 Architect 
Saarinen 

36 Headgear 
■39 Orthography 

43 — carta 



Yesterday’s Paale SefwJri 
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47 NaCSral nymph S7 Double rT.-V? 


54~sco8a 
55 Prayer wort 
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‘Japan’s big 4 brokerages 
covered 229 clients’ losses’ 


PpO (R) — Japan's top four 
brokerages involved in a secur- 
ities market scandal improperly 
covered investment losses incur- 
red by 229 favoured clients totall- 
mg about 125 billion yen ($912 
million), Japanese press reports 
said Saturday. 

The big four were Nomura 
Securities Co Ltd, Nikko Secur- 
ities Co Ltd, Daiwa Securities Co 
Ltd and Yamaicbi Securities Co 
Ltd, the newspaper Asahi Shim- 
bun and Kyodo News Agency 
said. 

The figures were based on re - 1 
ports filed by the securities 
houses to the Finance Ministry, 
according to Asahi and Kyodo. 

Ministry officials were not im- 
mediately available for comment 
on the press reports. 

• Asahi and Kyodo, quoting 
ministry sources, said Nomura 
had paid 25.6 billion yen ($186 
million) to 49 clients, Nikko 33.3 
billion yen ($243 million) to 59 
clients, Daiwa 21.8 billion yen 
($159 million) to 55 clients and 
Yamaicbi 43.9 billion yen ($320 
million) to 66 clients. 

The Finance Ministry and the 
four securities houses had refused 


to disclose the names of the 
clients involved, the reports said. 

The Finance Ministry earlier 
this week ordered the four 
brokerages to curb part of their 
business for four days. 

Finance Minister Ryutaro 
Hashimoto and two senior minis- 
try officials had agreed to forfeit 
10 per cent of their salaries for 
three months for their ministry’s 
failure to supervise the improper 
activities of top brokerages. 

Japanese financial circles have 
been plagued by a series of res- 
ignations, including those of the 
presidents of Nomura and Nikko, 
over the brokerage scandals. 

Opposition parties have de- 
manded that parliament investi- 
gate the market scandal when an 
extraordinary session is expected 
to open in August. 

Keigo Ouchi, chairman of the. 
minor opposition Democratic 
Socialist Party, told supporters in 
I Fukuoka Saturday that a special 
parliamentary committee should 
beset up to investigate the scan- 
dal ana that the names of the 
favoured clients should be re- 
vealed. 


Bush approves moves to 
expand trade with E. Europe 


KENNEBUNKPORT, Maine 
(AP) — President George Bush 
Friday authorised moves to ex- 
pand U.S. trade with the emerg- 
ing democracies of Eastern 
Europe in goods ranging from 
steel and textiles to cheese. 

Mr. Bush’s administration said 
it would lower some tariffs and 
increase U.S. import quotas for 
cheese, textiles and steel from 
Eastern Europe. 

The White House gave no esti- 
mate of the volume of increased 
trade with Poland, Hungary and 
Czechoslovakia and other East 
European countries that sell very 
little to the United States. 

Dubbed the trade enhance- 
ment initiative, the plan was first 
announced by Mr. Bush during a 
March visit to Washington by 
Polish President Lech Walesa. 

The White House said Mr. 
Bush was making the changes 
now to follow up on recom- 


mendations from a team of trade 
experts the administration dis- 
patched to Eastern Europe. 

The administration said in a 
statement that the “economic 
transformation of these countries 
will depend greatly on increased 
trade and access to world mar- 
kets.” 

The announcement came on 
. the eve of Mr. Bush's departure 
for Europe and a three-day Lon-' 
don economic summit with lead- 
ers of tiie other six leading econo- 
mic democracies, where aid to 
the Soviet Union will be a prim- 
ary topic. 

Some officials in Eastern Euro- 
pean countries have expressed 
unhappiness with the emphasis 
being placed on the Soviet union 
at the summit. They contend they 
have moved much farther in 
changing over to free- market eco- 
nomies and therefore deserve 
more help from the West. 
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Peru faces 
critical month 


LIMA, Peru (R) — Peru, battling 
to control an inflation rate that 
could top 200 per cent this year 
and wipe out a huge budget de- 
ficit, frees a critical month for its 
economic stabilisation program- 
me, economists say. 

In an effort to bridge a $300 
million budget gap, Peru plans 
emergency measures that prob- 
ably will include expansion of the 
sales tax to cover food and more 
services, fuel price hikes, a tax on 
personal assets and a surcharge 
on income of the highest-paid 
workers, sources dose to the 
economy and finance ministry 
said. 

“We are searching for taxes 
that will generate revenues quick- 
ly and effectively and at the same 
time reduce spending,” Economy 
and Finance Minister Carlos 
Bolona said in a radio program- 
me. He reiterated his promise not 
to print new money and worsen 
inflation. 

President Alberto Fujimori’s 
11 -month-old government will be 
especially strained this month be- 
cause public sector workers get 
an extra month's salary as an 
independence day bonus. At the 
same time the government is 
struggling to check inflation, 
which already has surpassed offi- 
cial estimates of 28 per cent for all, 
of 1991. 

' Consumer, prices rose 9.3 per 
cent last month, boosting infla- 
tion to 72.8 per oent so far this 
year, the government has re- 


ported. The main factor in the 
June increase was an 18 per cent 
rise in fuel prices. 

Economist Alejandro In- 
dacocfaea estimated inflation for 
the year would top 200 per cent. 

“Reducing inflation is also hav- 
ing an immense social cost,” said 
Mr. fiidacochea. 

“The economy is significantly 
paralysed, with firms working at 
30 per cent capacity, a 95 percent 
underemployment rate and the 
social ‘unrest we are witnessing 
daily in the streets,” he said, 
referring to often violent demon- 
strations by strikers. 

Health workers and teachers, 
who earn the equivalent of $35 to 
$50 a month in a country with a 
cost of living comparable to many 
U.S. cities, have been striking for 
months. 

But Mr. Bolona made it dear 
that raises will not exceed $50 a 
month and that basic services tike 
electricity and transportation will 
continue to rise in line with oper- 
ating costs. 

The crux of the problem, say 
economists, is an ineffective re- 
venue collection programme pla- 
gued by massive tax evasion. 

“Peruvians are not accustomed 
to paying taxes,” said Eduardo 
Lastra of the financial magazine 
Avance Economico. 

Mr. Bolona said the govern- 
ment had increased tax collection 
to 7.5 per cent of gross domestic 
product (GDP), from a record 
low of four per cent last year. Yet 


BCCI Nigeria changes name 


CIA used Luxembourg bank 
ordered closed — report 


Alberto Fqjfcnori’s 

it is still far from its goal of 12 per 
cent of GDP. 

Last week, he accused mem- 
bers of congress, with whom he 
had been haggling over the new 
tax measures, of blocking his 
proposals out of fear of the poli- 
tical consequences. 

Although Mr. Bolona has said 
his emergency measures will take 
the most from the wealthiest, tire 
poorest also will be forced to 
further tighten their belts, Mr. 
Lastra said. 

The current minim um wage of 
$45 a mouth covers only 20 per 
cent of a basket of foodstuffs 
providing the minimum nutritional 
needs of a family of four, be 
said. Any new taxes are likely to 
further depress the economy, 
which has shrunk at a rapid 5.6 
per cent rate this year. 

Peru, seeking to become a reci- 
pient of international aid after 
years as an outcast when former 
president Alan Garcia limited 
debt payments, has paid over 
$250 million to world agencies 
since last year. 


Chile’s trade policy gets good 
marks in GATT survey 


GENEVA (R) — The GATT 
trade watchdog body has praised 
Qiile's economic and trade poli- 
cies, saying reforms- by its former 
military government had set the 
country on a path of steady and 
robust development. 

Rapid growth of trade and 
vigorous investment activity had 
enabled Chile to boost exports 
and imports since tire mid-1980s, 
and foreign trading partners had 
shared the benefits, a report by 
the secretariat of the 102 -member 
General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade (GATT) said. 

“The Chil ean experience sug- 
gests that rapid trade reforms, 
when combined with an appropri- 
ate mix and sequencing of stabi- 
lisation policies are a sustainable 
recipe for improving economic 
performance,” .the report said. 

Chile’s economy had become 
increasingly resilient. As the 
world’s leading copper producer, 
it remained vulnerable to fluctua- 
tions in the world copper market, 
but progressive' export diversi- 
fication had reduced copper's 
share in total exports to around 


one-half, the report added. 

Chile, which joined GATT in 
T949, was the 14th member of the 
trade body to be scrutinised under 
a procedure launched in 1989 to 
evaluate states’ trade policies. 
Others already examined by tire 
Geneva-based body which sets 
tire rules for 90 per cent of world 
commerce were Australia, Cana- , 
da, Colombia, the European 
Community, Hong Kong, Hun- 
gary, Indonesia, Japan, Morocco, 
New Zealand, Sweden, Thailand 
and the, United States. 

The GATT report said distor- 
tion of world markets for farm 
produce through export subsidies 
and other support measures used 
by foreign trading partners was a 
major concern for Chile. 

The government has responded 
by underpinning domestic price 
bands it set for sugar, wheat and 
oilseeds through variable compo- 
site tariff duties imposed on im- 
ports. 

These measures had the poten- 
tial to substantially increase gov- 
ernment assistance during 
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periods of falling world prices. 
Success of GATT’s current Uru- 
guay Round negotiations for 
freer world trade would make it 
easier to rationalist these and 
other support policies, tire report 
said. 

It said the democratically 
elected government which came 
to power in March 1990 had 
reaffirmed Chile’s strong commit- 
ment to the market-oriented fore- 
ign trade policy followed by its 
military predecessor. 

A uniform 15 per cent tariff 
dnty was tire principal measure 
controlling imports, and firm 
commitment to tins and to non- 
discrimination had beld off press- 
ure by domestic trade sectors for, 
protection from foreign competi- 
tion. 

The tariff level was still a sub- 
stantial barrier, and its reduction 
would enhance efficiency gains 
and promote competitive export 
industries in Chile. 

A major new dimension in 
Chilean trade policies was tire 
high priority given to bilateral 
trading arrangements, especially 
with the United States. But the 
government did not consider this 
conflicted with its strong commit- 
ment to the multilateral trading 
system, the GATT report said. 


NEW YORK (R) — The 
Luxembourg-based Bank of Cre- 
dit and Commerce International 
(BCCI), closed last week by in- 
ternational banking regulators, 
was used for Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) operations, the 
New York Times reported Satur- 
day. 

Quoting U.S. government and 
bank documents and current and 
former officials, the newspaper 
said the 19-year-old bank, which 
had mainly Arab investors and 
Pakistani management, was in- 
volved in secret arms deals. 

It said they included the 1986 
covert sale of American arms to 
Iran, using accounts that interna- 
tional arms dealer Adnan 
Khashoggi said in a 1987 inter- 
view that he controlled. 

The CIA used the bank to 
funnel money to Afghan rebels 
and ousted Panamanian strong- 
man Manuel Noriega used it for 
intelligence operations that be 
has said he engaged in largely at 
the CIA’s behest. 

Luxembourg allowed the bank 
to operate with secrecy and under 
relatively lax regulation, the New 
York Times said. 

The bank operated in more 
than 70 countries and its hierar- 
chy included heads of state and 
people with ties to intelligence 
agencies and armed services 
throughout the world, the news- 
paper said. 

A leading investor in the bank, 
businessman Kama! Adham, 
formerly headed the Sandi Ara- 
bian Intelligence Agency, the 
New York Times said, One of his 
business partners was Raymond 
Gose, the former CIA station 
chief in Saudi Arabia' in the 


1970s, the newspaper said. 

It quoted a Wall Street Journal 
report Friday saying -an: audit by 
Price Waterhouse accountants 
found that tire bank’s loans to 
insiders included one of $300 
million to Mr. Adham. 

In a separate report, the 
Washington Post said the Federal 
Reserve Board had begun action 
to ban three former BCCI execu- 
tives and Saudi Arabian business- 
man Ghaith Pharaon from any 
future involvement with U.S. 
banks because of their role in the 
illegal purchase of a California 


The Federal Reserve Board, 
the U.S. central bank, also refer- 
red the case to the Justice De- 
partment for investigation of 
possible criminal activity. 

In Lagos Friday, the Nigerian 
affiliate of the BCCI has changed 
its name to African International 
Bank, according to a Central 
Bank of Nigeria (CBN) spokes- 
man. 

Officials of the bank said the 
change had been planned a year 
ago and it was unconnected with 
allegations of massive fraud 
which led authorities in several 
nations, including Britain and 
Luxembourg, to shut down much 
of its operations a week ago. 

BCCTs Nigerian affiliate, with 
48 branches in the country, is 60 
per cent locally owned and has 
continued to operate normally 
with the backing of the CBN. 

Abdul lahi Mahmoud, African 
International Bank's managing 
director, was quoted in local 


Mr. Mahmoud said the tetafer 
Abu Dhabi-controlled 

affifoto in Ms^Saharan : 
Afica had applied fo, tBe 
change of name m 1990 ft K3S - 
approved by the CTNeS^ 
year. 

He said prior to the ftgiid 
allegations and closure of B nuin _ 
her of BCQ operations in miter 


countries, the Nigerian affijjgfgg* 
foreign equity holder, A u u 
Dhabi, had indicated its imam™ 
to withdraw from Nigeria- 
He said the bank did noffenew 
its technical agreement with its 
overseas partners which egfiifgd 
in January. ^ 

Monetary authorities fa West 
and Central Africa ordered fflg 
closure of most local brongftge gf 
the BCCI as anxious defWxitars 
sought to withdraw their menev- 
Nigeria’s independent 
dian daily said following ffo. nf 
the liquidation of BCCfa^ts fo 
major European countries §amg 
local customers of the hank iz 


press reports Friday as saying: “It 
is an unfortunate coincidence that 
tire name change comes at this 
time.” 


Nigeria rushed to withdraw huee 
sums from their deposits, 6 
A Nigerian government effiagf 
told Reuters the fear of a 
run on the bank led thVe®N 
Tuesday to issue a itatemgni 
saying the local bank w« 

CBN spokesman Tony Ede 
said the newly named 
International Bank was g— 

ating normally. ^ 

“From what wp know the batik 
has no immediate probjgffl? 
rant deal with," Mr. Edel o! d 
Reuters. 

The bank reported a«fg{g fgr; 
ailing 2.08 billion nalrg (ciqq 
million) at end-1990, up i 7 
billioni naira ($168 million) g vggf 
earlier. 7 


EC concerned over the progress 
of Greece’s recovery programme 


ATHENS (R) — European Com- 
mission Vice President Henning 
Christ ophersen, who is visiting 
Greece, is deeply concerned ab- 
out the state of the country’s 
economic recovery p r og ra mme, 
the commission office here said 
Friday. 

“The vice-president has ex- 
pressed serious concern over the 
public deficit and some structural 
aspects of the reform program- 
me,” the office said in a state- 
ment. 

Mr. Christoph ereen, die ECs 
economic affairs commissioner, is 
in Athens with a party of EC 
officials.' 

Greece was granted art EC 
loan in February on condition 
that it turns the economy around, 
mainly by reducing deficits and. 
cutting inflation, which is the 
highest in the EC. 

The first one billion ECU (Sl.l 


billion) of the 2.2 billion ECU 
($2.5 billion) balance of pay- 
ments loan was disbursed in 
February. 

But the EC has made clear that 
further instalments due in 1992 
and 1993 would be finked to 
Greece meeting its conditions. 

“The loan, of which^a first 
tranche has been disbursed, was 
granted conditional to the imple- 
mentation of a medium-term re- 
form programme,” the statement 
said. 

The programme indudes re- 
ducing public sector staff, fighting 
tax evasion, privatising state- 
owned firms and cutting public 
spending. 

Mr. Cfarutopbenerr urged the 
Greek government to stick to the 
plan or risk missing out on some 
benefits of tire single European 
market after 1992. 

“The vice-president underlined 


that the full implementation of 
tiie programme is necessary for 
Greece to take full advantage gf 
the interna] market and 
and economic union,” the state 
ment from the commission 
EC executive, said. “ 

Athens finandal new,-, 
said EC officials were espffiE 
concerned over public wgJgf Tj/ 
ings, delays, in privatisation and 
Greece’s difficulties in colleggftg 

These problems could hindi* 
Greece from bringing its 
defidt down -to 10.5 per 
gross domestic product mreoi 
from 18.5 per cent in iqqq 1 
target inducted in the Icum 

Year-on-year rinfUffa . 
shown signs of improv.msntT 
dropping to 18.1 per cent in 
after peaking at 22.8 mb £ ““no 
the end of 1990. r « . 
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Turkish finance minister floats plan 
to refinance internal debt 
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ANKARA (R) — Turkish 
Finance Minister Adnan Kabved 
is floating a co nt r ov ersial plan to 
refinance short-term internal 
debt through bonds linked to gold 
or foreign exchange, newspapers 
have reported. 

Mr. Kahved wants to issue the 
bonds to replace high-interest 
short-term debt denominated in 
Turkish liras, the left-leaning dai- 
ly Cumhuriyet said. 

A finance ministry official said 
tire proposal, designed to fund 
public sector pay rises and relieve 
the budget defidt, was being dis- 
cussed with banks. The central 
bank and treasury have in the 
past opposed such ideas. 

The new government of Prime 
Minister Mesut Yflmaz last week 
gave mid-year pay rises averaging 
40 per cent to civil servants, the 
police and army to offset 64.9 per 
cent annual inflation. 

Many bankers and opposition 
politicians believe the govern- 
ment will pay the higher salaries 
by printing more money, under- 
mining its own {Hedges to tackle 


inflation. 

The finance ministry official 
said Mr. Kahved 1 s idea was to 
lighten pressure on public fi- 
nances by shifting short-term in- 
ternal debt, on which the treasury 
is paying around 70 per cent 
interest, into longer-term instru- 
ments. 

"This will reduce debt- 
servicing to finance the pay hikes 
and relieve the budget by seven 
to 10 trillion lira ($ 1.6 to $ 2 . 2 / 
billion),” the official said. 

The treasury and central bank 
have in the past opposed Mr. 
Kahved ’s proposals for bonds in- 
dexed to foreign currendes. 

Central Bank Governor Rusdu 
Saracoglu believes the way to 
combat inflation and bring down 
runaway public defidts is to res- 
trict treasury borrowing. 

“What should not happen,” he 
said, “is that the treasury should 
borrow m Turkey in foreign ex- 
change indexed bonds.” 

“The treasury should not bor- 
row in any currency other than its 
national currency. Domestic bor- 


rowing in foreign exchange would 
show the treasury has no confi- 
dence in its own corrency,” he 
said. 

Hu finance mmiitry official 
said finding alternatives to costly 
treasury bills and bonds would 
enable tire government to meet 
its public sector borrowing re- 
quirement (PSBR) target of 8.5 
per cent of gross national product 
(GNP). The PSBR jumped to 11 
per cent in 1990. 

The official said the new bor- 
rowing policy could break Tur- 
key's inflationary spiral. It would ’ 
reduce devaluation, bring down 
interest rates and tints stimulate 
industrial production. 

‘ Reserve and liquidity require- 
ments would be reduced to win 
the cooperation of banks which 
have bought treasury bills and 
bonds worth 30 trillion Kra ($ 6,6 
billion) this year. 

Banks currently have a liquid- 


ity requirement of 35 per gMt and 
a reserve requirement of § 55 ^“' 
cent of lira deposits, bruit,' wwTZ 

SM eco ^ bon ^i 


The official said new 
merits could be linked to 5* 
dollar, Deutschemark, EGO 
(European Currency UnjfT^or 
could be denominated in Jjfg 


to some unspecified valog : 

The ruling centrflafUht 
Motherland Party mu£t flgh* 
general elections by the < ' 


Motherland Pat 


A government source » 
party would not go to the rv >« 0 
at least a year. It would t 
growth of at lent seven per cent 
to ensure victory, but would 
try to curb inflation. 
Saracoglu told Istanbul bwni;.' 
men this month that witfc^... 
structural measures the **£'■ 
nomy’s stable growth rate potJr" 
tial was 5.5 to six per cent. 
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The theatre and movies house 
are closed because of 
decoration works. 





SEMI VILLA FOR AUNT 

Furnished 3 bedroom house. First floor part of a villa, centrally 
heated, private entrance and telephone with garden & garage. 
Location: in a very quiet area Al Shumlesani. 

For more ini call Shahattt from 9 am, to 1 pm 
tel: 642021, and from 2 p.m. to 0 p.m. tel: 669909 


FOR RENT 

Furnished fiat, ground floor consisting of two bedrooms, 
salon, sitting room, dining room, two bathrooms, tele- 
phone, central heating and garden. 

Located Jabai Amman between 4th and 5fh Circles 
Call telephone 655394-672590 


English speaking female to share fiat. 

Call Anne tel 606213 after 7:30 p.m. only 


Tin Abdul Humid Sharaf 
Kindargartan 

‘ is. now accepting applications' for 
regular and Montessoh classes 
Ages 3 years to 5 years, 6 months 
Our kindergarten curriculum Is based on modem 
child-development and early-learning principles, 

(New facilities and equipment; trained, experienced 
teachers) 

Telephone — 614188 Swalfiyeh 
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U.S. , Soviets hold 3rd day of arms talks 

START still remains elusive 


WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S.- 
Soviet talks aimed at concluding a 
strategic missile-reduction treaty 
are entering a third day Saturday 
without agreement on the last 
stubborn issues. 

President George Bush, on the 
eve of his scheduled Sunday de- 
parture for a multi-nation summit 
meeting in London, showed no 
optimism on the talks. 

“We're not ready to sum it up 
yet,” Mr. Bush said when asked 
how the Strategic Arms Reduc- 
tion Treaty (START) talks were 
proceeding. 

He said that Secretary of State 
Janies Baker had phoned Nation- 
al Security Adviser Brent Scow- 
croft to brief him on the discus- 
sions he had held into the evening 
Friday with Soviet Foreign Minis- 
ter Alexander Bessmertnykh. 

“I'm just not sure whether 
we're quite there. I don’t think 
so," Mr. Bush said of the prot- 


racted negotiating process. The 
talks are aimed at achieving a 30 
per cent reduction in the long- 
range nuclear arsenals of each 
country. 

Mr. Baker and Mr. Bessmert- 
nykh set up Saturday's session 
Friday night after charging ex- 
perts with finding a solution 
through the night to the highly 
technical disputes. 

A senior U.S. official said Mr. 
Baker bad proposed to Mr. Bess- 
mertnykh an approach to try to 
wrap up work on the Strategic 
Arms Reduction Treaty. 

The official, who demanded 
anonymity, told the Associated 
Press that Mr. Baker had made 
no new proposals on the issues 
but had suggested he and Mr. 
Bessmertnykh exchange their 
“bottom line positions" with no- 
thing to be binding until all issues 
were resolved. 

A well-placed U.S. official said 


die Soviets had not given ground 
on one tough issue — whether 
missiles would cany fewer war- 
heads than they had been tested 
with. 

The U.S. government is 
opposed to “downloading" be- 
cause it fears that in a crisis the 
Soviets might simply load the 
missfles with their full quotas of 
warheads — and in the meantime 
the Soviets could apply the num- 
ber of warheads to other missiles 
provided they were within the 
overall limit of 6,000. 

“If we were 96 per cent a 
couple of weeks ago, we are 97 
per cent now," Mr. Baker said 
Thursday after 4Vi hours of talks 
with Mr. Bessmertnykh. “But 
we’ve got to be 100 per cent." 

Completing the treaty would 
set the stage for President Bush 
and Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev to meet in Moscow 


this summer to sign a treaty. 

Mr. Baker said proposals 
brought from Moscow by Mr. 
Bessmertnykh dealt with two re- 
maining issues — how much in- 
formation on missile tests would 
be exchanged by the two coun- 
tries and the definition of new 
missiles. 

"I think we have made some 
progress on these issues," Mr. 
Baker said. 

However, be said the third 
stumbling block — how many 
warheads certain missiles would 
carry — was still a serious prob- 
lem. 

“We arc no way home free on 
that issue,” Mr. Baker said, 
quickly adding, “please don’t 
take that to mean we are home 
free on the others." 

Still, Mr. Bessmertnykh said 
they had “a very good round of 
talks.” 


American shot dead in Philippines 


MANILA (R) — Unidentified 
gunmen shot dead a son of a U.S. 
embassy officer in the Philippines 
early Saturday, a source dose to 
the embassy said. 

The killing occurred two days 
before the resumption of talks in 
Manila between U.S. and Philip- 
pine negotiators on the future of 
American military bases in the. 
country. 

Two companions of the slain 
Americanwere wounded when the 
gunmen, riding -in a vehicle, 
opened fire at the three after they 
had stepped from a car in a plush 
area of the Makati Financial Cen- 
tre. 

The gunmen escaped. 

There was no immediate in- 
dication that rebel groups were 
involved in the shooting, a secur- 
ity man in the area said in a 
telephone interview. 

Initial investigation showed 
that the Amerdan and his com- 
panions had come from a dis- 
cotheque where they had a quar- 
rel with a group of disco-goers, 
the security man said. 


He said the group followed the 
American and his companions in 
a car as they drove away from the 
discotheque and that the firing 
apparently came from the follow- 
ing car. 

The identity of the American 
was not immediately released. 

In a separate development, 
Philippine President Corazon 
Aquino named Justice Secretary 
Franklin Drilou as her chief of 
staff Saturday. He is the fourth 
man to fill the post in five years. 

Mr Onion, 45, takes over the 
position of executive secretary 
from the popular Oscar Orbos 
who quit over policy differences 
with other cabinet ministers and a 
falling out with Mrs. Aquino. 

Mr. Orbos resigned on July 4. 
Presidential legal adviser Mag- 
dangal Elina has been acting in 
the position since Monday. 

“To consolidate the many in- 
itiatives of the government that 
are underway ... and to facilitate 
their successful completion, we 
need a professional with the 
proven ability to manage the 
bureaucracy, work effectively 


with his peers and with the other 
government offices and consti- 
tuencies,” Mrs. Aquino said in a 
statement. 

Mr. Drilon has been a member 
of Mrs. Aquino's cabinet since 
September 1986, serving first as 
deputy labour secretary, then 
from January 1987 as labour 
secretary. 

He was appointed justice 
secretary on Dec. 31. 1989 in a 
major cabinet reshuffle that fol- 
lowed an abortive army coup 
earlier that month. 

Mrs. Aquino has not appointed 
a new justice minister. 

Mr. Drilon is also chairman of 
the state-controlled Philippine 
National Bank and bead of a 
cabinet committee on political 
and security matters. 

“In the course of promoting 
industrial peace, expediting the 
administration of justice and 
addressing other vital national 
concerns, Franklin has earned the 
admiration of the private sector, 
the respect of fellow cabinet 
members and my deep personal 
trust,” Mrs. Aquino said. 


China warns MFN removal 
could cost U.S. normal ties 


PEKING (R) — China has 
warned the United States that 
cancellation of Peking’s trade pri- 
vileges would risk a return to 
relations that existed before the 
Communist nation opened to the 
outside world. 

In the most strongly-worded 
salvo yet fired in the battle over 
China's most favoured nation 
(MFN) status, the official Peo- 
ple’s Daily newspaper said Satur- 
day the China market would be 
closed to the United States if 
MFN were suspended. 

“China has made its best 
efforts but is also prepared to 
take the worst to come," a signed 
commentary in the paper said. 

“What’s the worst to come? It 
can't be worse than going back to 
the situation before the two coun- 
tries established diplomatic rela- 
tions (in 1979) or even worse, 
going back to that before 1972.” 

In 1972, President Richard Nix- 


on became the first U.S; chief 
executive to visit China. The 
Communist giant opened its 
doors to the outside world in 
1978. 

The U.S. House of Repre- 
sentatives approved a resolution 
Wednesday overturning Presi- 
dent George Bush's extension of 
China’s most favoured nation sta- 
tus for a year , a vote regarded 1 
largely as symbolic as the Senate 
was not expected to join the 
House in rejecting MFN status for 
Peking. 

The House also approved leg- 
islation Wednesday attaching 
conditions to MFN renewal that 
would require improvement over 
the next year in China’s human 
rights practices and assurances on 
nuclear and missiles exports and 
other issues. 

Similar legislation, drafted by 
leading Democrats, is pending in 
the Senate. 


16 executed in China 


PEKING (AP) — Sixteen people 
were executed in one day in a 
Chinese city, including 11 con- 
victed of abducting women and 
selling them into bondage, an 
official newspaper seen Saturday 
reported. 

The Shanxi Daily, in an edition 
arriving Saturday in Peking re- 
ported that the executions were car- 
ried out after the 16 were sent- 

— 1 at a mass public rally in 
Xinzhou, a city in Shanxi pro- 
vince. Executions in China are by 
a single bullet to the back of the 
head. 

The newspaper said the people 
executed Wednesday included Li 
Linzhen and Qin Guiping, who 
were involved with 33 others in 
abducting more than 90 women 
from 12 provinces. 

The report said the abduction 
ring gained the confidence of 


women by offering to find them 
work. Then, the women were 
sold against their will, sometime 
beaten and raped by their abduc- 
tors, the newspaper said. 

It said Li, Qin and nine others 
were sentenced to death and ex- 
ecuted. The other 24 people 
arrested in connection with the 
abduction network were given 
suspended death sentences or jail 
terms, the report said. 

Last month, the newspaper 
Legal Daily reported Li and Qin 
and others involved in the abduc- 
tions were sentenced to death at a 
mass rally, but it did not give a 
date for the executions. 

The Shanxi Daily said another 
sentencing rally was held, with 
the executions carried out im- 
mediately after the meeting, 
which was attended by 50,000 
people. 
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Relief 
efforts 
increase 
as China 
fights floods 

PEKING (AP) — Workers strug- 
gled Saturday to evacuate people 
trapped by flooding in eastern 
China and get relief supplies to 
storm-battered areas as the coun- 
try braced for more floods. 

Officials said they did.not have 
updated nationwide casualty fi- 
gures, but state-run media de- 
scribed the recent torrential rains 
and flooding as the worst to hit 
China this century. 

Flood waters have wiped out 
crops, washed out railroad lines, 
set off landslides and left at least 
2 million people homeless follow- 
ing weeks of rains and storms m 
China. 

Most of the deaths and damage 
have been in Anhui and Jiangsu 
provinces in eastern China. 

Officials warned that continued 
rains threaten to worsen condi- 
tions in many flood-ravaged 
areas, particularly along swollen 
tributaries of the Yangtze River. 

The Yangtze, the longest river 
in Asia, flows eastward from 
southwestern China through the 
industrial city of Wuhan to Shan- 
ghai, where it empties into the 
East China Sea. 

Officials in Peking told city 
departments to be prepared m 
case heavy rains and flooding hit 
the capital, the official Peking 
Daily newspaper reported. 

In the most recent regional 
casualty report released, tbe 
state-run Xinhua News Agency 
said severe storms and flooding in 
central Hubei province killed 120 
people and injured 1,800 during, 
the past 10 days. 

China released figures Thurs- 
day showing the 1,270 people had 
died in floods nationwide from 
January through July 5, most in 
the current flooding. Xinhua later 
reported 34 deaths, bringing the 
total to 1,304. 

It was not dear if some of the 
Hubei deaths were included in 
the nationwide toll. 

Villages all along the railroad 
line running south through Anhui 
province from Peking were 
flooded Saturday. The water was 
up to the eaves of homes, with 
only the roofs showing. 

In one small town, half a dozen 
makeshift shelters were built on 
the train platform, which was the 
highest and driest point in view. 

In the city of Nanjing in Jiang- 
su province, streets had been 
covered with water a few days 
ago. But only small stretches 
along the Yangtze were sub- 
merged Saturday. 



50 rebels, 

10 soldiers 
killed in 
Sri Lankan 
battle 

COLOMBO (R) — At least 50 
Tamil separatist guerrillas and 10 
soldiers were killed in three days 
of fierce fighting for a vital army 
camp in northern Sri Lanka, offi- 
cial .sources said Saturday. 

A military spokesman said the 
battle for die base at Elephant 
Pass which links Jaffna peninsula, 
the rebel stronghold, to the rest 
of the island had eased Saturday. 

“Now there is firing only once 
in a while,” he said. 

The Liberation Tigecf of Tamil 
Edam attacked the camp on 
Wednesday with mortar bombs, 
rocket propelled grenades and 
small arms fire from bunkers only 
200 metres away. 

They made a suicide attempt to 
storm tbe base using armour- 
plated bulldozers and tractors 
packed with explosives. 

After three days of fierce fight- 
ing, tbe soldiers repulsed the 
attackers with artillery and small 
arms while air force bombers and 
helicopter gunstnps hit rebel posi- 
tions. 

“Our bombing and firing have 
caused heavy casualties among 
the terrorists. They are calling for 
blood supplies. Some of their 
ammunition depots have been 
destroyed,” a military officer 
said. 

He said 10 soldiers, including a 
major, were killed in the three- 
day battle and 22 were wounded, 
about 10 seriously. 

The state-run news agency 
Lankapuvath, quoting official 
sources, said 50 rebels were killed 
and more than 150 wounded; 


Government 
involved in 
violence, 
ANC says 

JOHANNESBURG (AP) — The 
African National Congress (ANC) 
said Saturday tbe government was 
deeply involved in chronic 
township violence and com- 
plained that the U.S. stance on 
political prisoners implied recog- 
nition of tbe black homelands. 

The black opposition group 
also said at a news conference 
that foreign countries should sup- 
port its calls for an interim gov- 
ernment and elected constituent 
assembly as pari of negotiating an 
end to wbite minority rule. 

The statements followed a 
week of international rewards for 
President F.W. de Klerk's 
National Party government for its 
steps toward dismantling apar- 
theid and negotiating power- 
sharing with the black majority. 

The United States lifted most 
of its economic sanctions against 
South Africa, and the Interna- 
tional Olympic Committee and 
International Cricket Council 
readmitted the country. 

Despite Mr. De Klerk’s re- 
forms, which included the eli- 
mination of apartheid laws and. 
legalising - opposition groups. 
South Africa's black majority 
lades national voting rights. 

Last week, the ANCs national 
conference reiterated its boycott 
of constitutional talks with the 
government because of the 
township violence and the gov- 
ernment's alleged failure to re- 
lease all political prisoners. 

“We are feeling more and 
more that die government is very 
much involved" in The violence, 
ANC Deputy President Walter 
Sisulu said Saturday. “We say the 
government is conniving or re- 
sponsible. We have not gone to 
the extent of saying the govern- 
ment is totally responsible.” 

He said tbe government's 
motivation was to “weaken" die 
ANC, and he blamed police and 
security forces for taking part. 
The ANC accuses security forces 
of siding with its rival, the Zulu- 
dominated Inkatha Freedom Par- 
ty, in die violence that has killed 
more than 6,000 people in five 
years. 

A police report Saturday said 
four people died and five were 
injured in scattered unrest 
throughout the country. 


Silayev appointed 
Russian premier 


MOSCOW (R) — The parlia- 
ment of the Russian Federation 
has reconfirmed Ivan Silayev as 
the republic's prime minister after 
his nomination by President Boris 
Yeltsin. 

The Soviet News Agency (TASS) 
said Mr. Silayev, who 
backed Mr. Yeltsin’s radical eco- 
nomic reform programme and 
supported his candidacy at the 
polls last month, won tbe post 
bandily. 

Mr. Silayev resigned Thursday 
to give Mr. Yeltsin, inaugurated 
the day before at a Kremlin cere- 
mony, a free hand in forming a 
new administration. 

Mr. Silayev is one of the co- 
founders, along with Mr. Yelt- 
sin's Vice President Alexander 
Rutskoi, of a new centrist move- 
ment intended to challenge the 
Soviet Communist Party for pow- 
er. 

But in two rounds of balloting, 
the Congress of People's De- 
puties faded to name a successor 
to Mr. Yeltsin as the parliament's 
chairman. 


The results revealed a split in 
the Democratic Russia bloc 
which has been unable to agree 
on a single candidate for tbe post 
As a result, neo-conservative 
Communist Sergei Barburin 
gathered tbe most votes but fel 
well short of a majority. 

Ruslan Kbasbolatov, once Mr. 
Yeltsin's deputy and now acting 
chairman, came in second. He 
will continue to chair the sessions 
until the full parliament meets 
again in several months. 

Meanwhile tbe Soviet parlia- 
ment Friday approved measures 
aimed at stripping top officials of 
secret privileges, including coun- 
try houses at giveaway prices and 
use of state' planes and cars for 
private trips. 

A resolution backed up an 
order by President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev for a government clean- 
up after a parliamentary commis- 
sion uncovered widespread illegal 
benefits for members of tbe 
Nomenklatura, or top Commun- 
ist Party and state officials. 


Seoul National Assembly 
votes for U.N. entry 


SEOUL (R) — South Korea's 
National Assembly voted unani- 
mously Saturday to join tbe Un- 
ited Nations. ■ 

With the passing of the bill 
supporting U.N. membership. 
South Korea now has only to 
submit an application, which the 
government said it would do in 
early August. 

Ruling and opposition party 
leaders welcomed the decision to 
join the U.N. and said such a 
move should help bring about the 
reunification of North and South 
Korea. 

“South and North Korea’s 
joining the United Nations 
together is a result of (South 
Korean) President Roh Tae- 
Woo's reunification policy as well 
as a victory of our' diplomatic 
policy," said Kim Young-Sam, 
co-leader of the ruling Democra- 
tic Liberal Party (DLP). 

“By joining the U.N. we are 
now a member of the world com- 
munity in real terms. The matter 
of .reunification should be taken 
op by both tbe ruling and opposition 
parties," said Kim Dae-Jung, 
leader of South Korea’s main 
opposition New Democratic Par- 
ty (NDP). 


Late last year. South Korea 
said it would apply unflaterafly 
for U.N. membership. 

North Korea, ending decades 
of insistence that both Koreas 
share one seat, submitted its own 
application to the U.N. on July 8 
a decision welcomed by South 
Korea. 

Tbe two Koreas have been 
technically at war since the 1950- 
53 Korean War. 

North Korea had long opposed 
separate U.N. membership for 
tire two Koreas as an obstacle to 
eventual reunification but 
announced a reluctant about-face 
in May prompted by South 
Korea's determination to join the 
world body. 

The 15-nation U.N. Security 
Council, in which both China and 
the Soviet Union have veto pow- 
er, will rule on the Korean applica- 
tions before the General Assem- 
bly opens in September. 

South Korean President Roh 
Tae-Woo is due to deliver a 
key-note speech to the United 
Nations on Sept. 

South Korea formally accepted 
Saturday North Korea's proposal 
to resume prime ministerial talks 
in August 


Indian policemen suspended for 
fleeing Gandhi assassination site 


NEW DELHI (R) — Twelve 
policemen have been suspended 
for fleeing the site where former 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi was 
assassinated on May 21, tbe Press 
Trust of India (PTI) news agency 
said Saturday. 

A deputy inspector general of 
police was among those sus- 
pended for dereliction of duty 
when Gandhi was killed by a 
woman suicide-bomber in 
Sriperumbudur, near Madras in 
India’s Tamil Nadu state, the 
news -agency- said. 

Quoting the Tamil Nadu state 
Chief Minister Jayalalitha, PTI 
said: “tbe government had re- 
ceived information that many 
police officials had fled the scene 
immediately after the blast (that 
(tilled Gandhi).” 

Indian authorities have 
arrested 13 people in connection 
with the assassination. All are 
Tamils and more than half are 
from Sri Lanka, where the Li- 


beration Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) guerrilla group is fighting 
for an independent Tamil state. 

Police have yet to trace tbe 
alleged mastermind in the case, a 
one-eyed Sri Lankan Tamil rebel 
called Sivarasan. They said Tues- 
day they had found Mr. Sivar- 
asan ’s hideout, but he bad 
already fled. 

The LTTE has denied involve- 
ment in tbe assassination. 

Mr. Jayalalitha told the state 
assembly a marine police unit 
would be set up to check militant 
■activity in th e state 's coastal area, 
used by the LTTE to commute to 
their Sri Lankan base. 

Investigators believe tbe Tigers 
organised Mr. Gandhi’s assas- 
tsmation because the group feared 
his return to power after a gener- 
al ce lection in May and -June. 

Meanwhile tbe lawyer of Rajiv 
Gandhi's widow Sonia pleaded 
Friday for authorities to give her 
the tattered remnants of a tunic 


the former Indian leader was 
wearing when be was killed. 

Lawyer Nalini Chitanbaran 
said Mr. Gandhi's Italian-born 
widow wanted the remnants of 
his traditional wbite tunic, even 
though officials say all that is left 
of it are 21 shreds of doth. 

“Give us whatever has re- 
mained and we undertake to pre- 
sent them in court when asked 
for,” Mr. Chitanbaran asked the. 
magistrate of Gringleput, the 
town in southern Tamil Nadu 
state where cases linked with Mr. 
Gandhi’s murder have been 
heard. 

Investigators told the court that 
all the cases were now being 
transferred to a special court, set 
up under India’s tough anti- 
terrorist laws, in the state capital 
Madras. 

Chmgleput magistrate Vadivel 
Ratnam said the Madras court 
would bear Mrs. Sonia Gandhi's 
plea on July 17. 


Berlin Wall will stick around for a while 


BERLIN (AP) — Thirty years 
after it was built and nearly two 
years after it was broken, the 
Berlin Wall is still falling. 

The old cold war relic is pro- 
ving tougher to. take down than 
previously thought. And the for- 
mer east German border troops 
who built and guarded it are 
apparently reluctant to remove it. 

“They don’t want to lose their 
jobs," said a German army offi- 
cial in Berlin who spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

They won’t have to worry ab- 
out that for awhile. On Friday, 
the government said it would 
retain 500 former border guards 
to continue their sole remaining 
job: Getting rid of that wall. 

The guards are to be kept on 
until Sept. 30. 1992, extending by 
one year the latest of several 
deadlines for removing Berlin’s 
most notorious landmark. 

“We expea die rest of the wall 
to be gone by then,” said Axel 
Hcdcrgott, head of a civilian 
committee overseeing the de- 
molition, which is bring super- 
vised by tbe army. 

About 33 kilometres — includ- 
ing some of the most heavily 
fortified stretches — still remain 
of the 160-kilometre edifice that 
snaked around what was west 
Berlin. 

The wall was triumphantly 


opened on Nov. 9, 1989, an event 
that dim axed tbe peaceful revolt 
that toppled east Germany’s Sta- 
linist government and cleared the 
way to German unity. 

Although sections were re- 
moved to open roads and cele- 
brate the wall’s demise in subse- 
quent months, the final demoli- 
tion didn’t begin in earnest until 
last summer. 

It was originally anticipated 
that the wall would be gone in a 
few months. 

But it hasn’t been easy. The 
wall had been continually forti- 
fied since its crude, barbed-wire 
and brick beginnings on Aug. 13, 
1961, when its hasty construction 
shocked the world. 

The structure evolved into twin 
walls of steel-reinforced concrete 
that left a “death strip” in the 
middle stocked with alarm sys- 
tems, booby traps, vicious dogs, 
fortress-like towers, search fights 
and border guards with orders to 
shoot to kill anybody who dared 
attempt a crossing. 

■ * 

An unanticipated minefield in 
the vicinity of the wall also 
slowed down work on its demoli- 
tion. 

Defections by border troops 
seeking more stable employment, 
a rash of summer vacations, and 
some apparent foot-dragging by 


the remaining crews have slowed 
the removal, army officials say. 

Although casual visitors to 
downtown Berlin would be hard- 
pressed to find an intact stretch of 
wall, long sections still jut from 
the ground in outlying areas. 

Some are as hauntingly unble- 
mished as tbe day they were built, 
others broken and splashed with 
graffiti. 

One punched-out stretch of 
flagstones in a seculded down- 
town neighbourhood towers eeri- 
ly over a cemetery like a series of 
giant headstones. 

Several hundred metres still 
flank die tiny hamlet of Strin- 
stuecken, a community southwest 
of Berlin that was virtually en- 
closed by tbe wall. 

Many of the east Germans who 
were allowed to live near the wall 
were the most trusted Communist 
Party members and agents for the 
feared secret police network, Sta- 
si. 

Gerd Knecht, a Steinstuecken 
resident once awakened by an 
east German wbo knocked cm his 
door after dambering over the 
wall to freedom, claims his Staa 
neighbours want the waB to re- 
main to buffer the sound of a 
subway that runs nearby. 

“Even after everything that has 
happened, they still find a reason 


to want tbe wall,” he said. 

Some sections of the wall are to 
remain standing as memorials to 
the people who died hying to 
flee. Paries are being built around 
them. 

A long section will remain on 
Bemauer Street. 'The wall was 
literally built into the homes on 
the east Berlin side of the street 
while their neighbours on the 
west side screamed in anger and 
horror. 

While workers plastered over 
windows and doors, frantic peo- 
ple jumped from upper-story win- 
dows and smacked onto tbe cob- 
blestone street below. Several 
died. 

The wall, ordered by east Ger- 
man Communists and approved 
by the Soviets, was built largely 
to stop east Germans fleeing 
Soviet occupied east Germany. 

Several former east German 
border guards are under inves- 
tigation for having killed some of 
the 200 people wbo died trying to 
flee the country ance the wall 
went up. 

The west German army, when 
it absorbed the eastern army last 
year, insisted the border troops 
become a separate, civilian entity 
whose only task would be to 
dismantle tbe fortifications they 
once fiercely patrolled. 



Prince Edward 
loins the jobless 

LONDON (R) — ■ Britain’s 
Pribce Edward, the youngest son 
of Queen Elizabeth, joined the 
country’s two million unem- 
ployed Friday after the indepen- 
dent theatre company he helped 
establish said it was dosing down. 
But the failure of the Theatre 
Division Company does not leave 
tbe 27-year-old prince penniless 
— he receives £100,000 
($160,000) a year from the state 
to cover the expenses of his offi- 
cial duties as a member of the 
royal family. Prince Edward left a 
job as production assistant for hit 
composer Andrew Lloyd Webber 
to join the Theatre Division, 
which was launched last year by a 
breakaway group from Webber's 
really useful entertainment busi- 
ness. The company, where the 
prince worked as a technical 
administrator, was forced to dose 
because a major sponsor with- 
drew its backing. Director 
Bridget Hayward said. “We were 
too new and our resources too 
limited to survive one of the 
worst economic dimates and total 
lack of tourism in the spring of 
this year,” Ms. Hayward said in a 
statement. An economic reces- 
sion has brought the curtain down 
on thousands of other businesses 
this year. The company’s collapse 
was the second career upset for 
the prince. He caused a stir in 
1987 when be quit the Royal 
Marines. Buckingham Palace said 
the prince did not have any speci- 
fic plans for his career in the 
theatre, and would be concentrat- 
ing on his official duties for the 
time bang. 

Tank wrecks cars 
at U.K. museum 

WAREHAM, England (R) — 
An Iraqi tank captured in the 
Gulf war crashed into nine 
parked can outside a museum in 
southern England Friday after 
developing a mechanical fault. ' 
The Soviet-made T-55 went out 
of control as it was being driven 
back to its hanger after putting on 
a demonstration at the Tank 
Museum. “It is extremely fortun- 
ate tiie heavyweight tank didn’t 
rtindVer any people," a police 
spokesman said. 

University dean 
resigns in U.S. 
plagiarism incident 

BOSTON (R) — A one-time east 
German fighter pilot has resigned 
as a Boston University dean for 
plagiarising parts of a speech by a 
U.S. film critic, the university has 
announced. H. Joachim Maitre, 
dean of the university's College 
of Communications, admitted be 
had used large portions of a 
November speech by film critic 
Michael Medved almost word for 
word in a May 12 graduation 
address at tbe school. “My folly 
and carelessness are indisputable 
and indefensible," Mr. Maitre, 
57, said in a letter of resignation 
to Boston University President 
John Silber, wbo announced Mr. 
Maine's resignation. Mr. Maitre, 
who was named dean of the 
College of Communication in 
1987, will remain at tbe university 
as a professor. Mr. Maitre has 
said be had intended to credit Mr. 
Medved for what at times 
appeared to be a straight reading 
of the critic’s speech on tbe de- 
cline of morality in American 
culture, but the graduation cere- 
mony was running long and he 
forgot. The controversy erupted 
when the Boston Globe newspap- 
er published an article accusing 
Mr. Maitre of plagiarism and raw 
excerpts of his speech alongside 
portions of Medved's address. 
Mr. Maitre, 57, was born in 
Berlin. 

Italy unveils new 
measures to battle 
sea-slime menace 

ROME (R) — Fean of a new 
invasion of the stinking algae that 
ruined Italy's seaside tomism two 
years ago prompted the govern- 
ment to approve nine billion lire 
($6.5 million) in anti-slime mea- 
sures Friday. “The money wDl be 
used for renting special boats, 
buying barriers to contain the 
algae and for cleaning np 
beaches,” said Gianfranco Merii, 
general secretary of the authority 
which oversees Italy's Adriatic 
coast. Isolated patches of the 
jelly-like algae, which has thrived 
in a recent heat wave, have been 
sighted floating about eight 
kilometres offshore from some of 
the country’s most popular east 
coast resorts. Hoteliers who have 
been enjoying sellout business 
this summer, much of it from 
northern tourists who abandoned 
tbe beaches of Yugoslavia, fear a 
return of the massive outbreak 
which cut 1989 bookings on the 
Adriatic coast by 40 per cent. 
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